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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The remote controlled roller-door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price. 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 

garage door, for lower than UK High Street DIY retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Do not underestimate 
the power of your vote 


WHILE the snap election for June 8 
does, at least, mean our exposure to 
relentless political messages is at least 
limited to a handful of weeks, it has 
almost entirely overshadowed this 
Thursday’s local county council polls. 

Now, let’s not pretend otherwise, 
local councils are not as sexy as 
Westminster, and you’d have to be a 
particularly avid reader of KoS to 
recognise a KCC cabinet member were 
they to walk towards you in the street. 

In fact, the chances are you may 
not even be too sure of the balance of 
power at County Hall. Or, for that 
matter, where County Hall is. 

Which is no suggestion of lack 
of interest in your part, just 
that it tends to have a rather 
lower profile than the House 
of Commons. 

Yet the county council is 
powerful in our daily lives - it 
is, after all, they who take the 
lion’s share of our council 
tax bill, and who sort 
out our roads and 
many of our 
schools. 


As a consequence, the people on 
the council who can influence its 
direction and decisions should be 
wise ones. 

In fact, this week’s election could 
be genuinely fascinating. The Tories 
will win - let’s not pretend otherwise 
- but how the Ukip vote fares will be 
the story. Will they still be in 
opposition.^ If not, will it be the Lib 
Dems or Labour taking over in 
second place.^ Or, will the Conserva¬ 
tives dominate to such an extent that 
any form of real vocal opposition is 
extinguished.^ (Not, in fairness, that 
Ukip has been particularly vocal in 
opposition, so Paul Carter and 
his chums may be used to it by 
now). 

But you can influence all 
this. The margins in some 
wards can be genuinely tiny. 
Your vote really will count. So 
don’t miss out - vote on 

Thursday (and we’ll see you 
back here next 
weekend for a full 
results round¬ 
up). 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints©ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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TUE 23 - SAT 27 MAY 

The UK premiere of this spectacular musical. 

marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 
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43-year-old arrested by 
terror police after raids 



PLOT: Deputy assistant commissioner of Met Police Neil Basu says active plot was foiled 


By Ryan Wilkinson 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


POLICE say an active terror plot 
was foiled following a spate of 
arrests in Kent and London on 
Thursday night. 

A total of six people were 
arrested in co-ordinated raids with 
one being a 43-year-old woman 
arrested at a property here. 

Officers remained tight-lipped as 
KoS went to press as to where she 
was apprehended in Kent but on 
Friday night she remained in a 
south London police station being 
questioned. All are held on 
suspicion of the commission, 
preparation and instigation of 
terrorist acts. 

She was arrested shortly after 
police burst into a property in 
Willesden, north London. 

A woman in her 20s was shot 
during the operation and remains 
under police guard after being 
taken to hospital in a serious but 
stable condition. 

The activity came hours after 
officers arrested a man carrying a 
bag of knives in Whitehall, close to 
Downing Street, as part of a 
separate, unconnected investiga¬ 
tion by Scotland Yard and MIS. 

Giving an update on Friday, Met 


Police deputy assistant commis¬ 
sioner Neil Basu, the senior 
national co-ordinator for counter¬ 
terrorism policing, said: “Due to 
these arrests that have been made, 
in both cases I believe that we have 
contained the threats that they 
posed.” 

Pressed on whether they had 
foiled an active plot, Mr Basu 
replied: “Yes.” 

Elite armed officers carried out a 
“specialist entry” into a terraced 


property in Willesden shortly 
before 7pm on Thursday night. 

Police fired CS gas into the 
address, which had been under 
observation as part of a current 
counter-terrorism operation, Mr 
Basu said. 

He added that an armed entry 
was necessary “due to the nature 
of the intelligence that we were 
dealing with”. 

Neighbours recalled hearing “at 
least six” shots and screaming as 


police entered the address. 

Mr Basu said that, with last 
month’s Westminster attack “so 
fresh in people’s minds”, he wanted 
to reassure the public that officers 
were working around the clock to 
identify would-be terrorists. 

Thanking the public for their 
“continued help and support”, he 
added: “No matter how hard we 
try, it is communities that will 
defeat terrorism and we rely on 
your vigilance.” 


Police begin probe into 
hospital death of tragic 
mother Sian Hollands 


AN INVESTIGATION into whether 
criminal offences took place in the 
death of a Dartford mother at Darent 
Valley Hospital has been launched by 
Kent Police. 

A coroner ruled earlier this month 
that Sian Hollands, 25, may have 
lived had doctors at the hospital not 
failed to properly examine, diagnose 
and treat her. 

The mum-of-three, who lived in 
Priory Hill, was declared dead on 
November 15, 2015, after suffering a 
pulmonary embolism - a potentially 
fatal clot that can prevent blood 
reaching the lungs - having been 
discharged just hours before. 

Ms Hollands’ family told the 
inquest at Gravesend Old Town Hall 
that staff at the hospital didn’t take 
the patient seriously because she was 
a former drug addict. 

In a statement, Dartford and 
Gravesham NHS Trust, which 
oversees the hospital, apologised 
and admitted Ms Hollands “did 
not receive the level of care that 
she was entitled to expect”. 


The trust added that a number of 
improvements have been made 
subsequently to ensure patient 
safety. 

Following the coroner’s verdict, 
the family told KoS it intended to 
push for a criminal prosecution, and 
Kent Police has now confirmed it is 
making initial enquiries, following a 
formal request on April 11. 

“Officers are in the process of 
collating information to establish 
whether any criminal offences have 
taken place,” a spokesperson said. 

Ms Hollands’ sister. Ebony, 22, said 
this week: “It’s taking time but we 
are getting justice for my beautiful 
sister. 

“I will not allow for Sian to just be 
a name that people forget, she was 
our gentle giant and she didn’t 
deserve to be taken from us.” 

The coroner had said her death 
was “due to the failures of the doctors 
at the Darent Valley Hospital to 
examine, diagnose and treat her for 
pulmonary embolism following her 
admission to the hospital.” 


Gills in crunch final game of 
the season to avoid the drop 


GILLINGHAM could be relegat¬ 
ed from League One this 
afternoon as their season reaches 
a dramatic conclusion. 

The Gills travel to Northampton 
sitting just one point above the 
relegation zone after a steady 
slide down the table. 

They will survive if Port Vale, 
the team sat behind them, lose or 
draw. 

But if they beat promotion¬ 


chasing Fleetwood Town, the 
pressure will be on the Gills to 
secure the win needed to keep 
them up. To add a further twist, 
Northampton are managed by 
Justin Edinburgh - sacked as Gills 
coach at the turn of the year and 
replaced by Ady Pennock. 

The final games of the season 
take place today (Sunday) at 3pm. 

For a full preview of the crunch 
game, turn to our sports page. 


KM Group sells entire share 
holding ending family links 


MEDIA company the KM Group 
dramatically changed hands this 
week - bringing to an end more 
than 125 years of family owner¬ 
ship. 

The firm, which publishes 
titles including the Kent Messen¬ 
ger, Kentish Express and Kentish 
Gazette titles, as well as a host of 
radio stations through its KMFM 
brand, has been acquired by 
lliffe Media. It adds to a portfolio 


which saw it recently purchase a 
number of titles in East Anglia 
and the Midlands. 

KM Group’s chairman 
Geraldine Allinson said: 
‘Althoughthere is some 
personal sadness for me and my 
family that our pension liabilities 
have led us to this position, in 
lliffe we have found a publisher 
which shares our belief in the 
importance of local media.” 
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Lembit Opik, 52, delight at partner pregnancy 


BBC Radio Kent presenter and 
former Liberal Democrat MP 
Lembit Opik confirmed this week 
he was expecting his first child at 
the age of 52. 

His 33-year-old partner, Bulgar¬ 
ian lawyer Sabina Vankover, is 
seven months pregnant and due to 


give birth at the end of June. 

Mr Opik hopes it will be third 
time lucky after suffering two 
miscarriages with previous 
partners. 

He said: ‘Tve wanted to have 
kids for a long time. 

‘Tve twice been in situations 


where 1 tried to have children, 
which both ended in miscarriage. 
1 didn’t want to talk about this 
pregnancy until 1 was sure 
things would be OK. 1 remain 
wary, because until a child is 
born you’re still dealing with a 
pregnancy.” 


CCG says debts rising to 
£17m due to increasing 
pressure on healthcare 


By Luke May 

Luke.mayCSarchant.co.uk 


HEALTH providers in north Kent say 
they are predicting a £17 million 
deficit in their finances due to in¬ 
creased costs and rises in the nation¬ 
al minimum wage. 

Health funding for Dartford, 
Gravesham and Swanley has not 
matched the towns’ growth, leading 
to a mounting debt, the area’s clinical 
commissioning group (CCG) said. 

The Dartford, Gravesham and 
Swanley CCG is responsible for or¬ 
ganising public health services in 
the towns, including services for 
Darent Valley Hospital and Grave¬ 
sham Community Hospital, and has 
forecasted the deficit in its budget for 
2016/17. 

It says increased pressure on serv¬ 
ices saw the CCG over spend by 
£llm last year. It has already seen a 
£1.2m deficit last year. 

A spokesman for the trust told 
KoS: “Many CCGs and hospital 
trusts are reporting a deficit this 



PRESSURE : Darent Valley 


year, in Kent we are no different. 

“Other CCGs in the region have 
found it difficult to break-even finan¬ 
cially, and in some areas where 
CCGs are breaking even or reporting 
a surplus at the end of the financial 


year, their hospital trusts have defi¬ 
cits. 

“In Dartford, Gravesham and 
Swanley our funding levels have not 
kept up with the unprecedented 
growth in housing and population. 
This increase in population has im¬ 
pacted local health care services 
considerably this year and in partic¬ 
ular the number of patients being 
treated by our local hospitals. 

“The CCG has seen increased ac¬ 
tivity at the Dartford and Grave¬ 
sham NHS Trust at a cost of £llm 
plus £3m with other providers of 
acute services. 

“Around 50 per cent of this in¬ 
crease was as a result of the popula¬ 
tion growth, the rest was increase in 
demand for services. As a result of 
minimum wage increases and the 
employer pension, the CCG had an 
additional cost of the rate paid for 
funded nursing care of £1.2m.’’ 

Labour county councillor for 
Dartford north east, Tom Maddison, 
said he was “very concerned’’ about 
the impact the cut in funding will 
have on patient care. 



CONCERNS: Michael Morpurgo 


Author raps 
out warning 
over children 


WAR Horse author Michael Morpurgo 
has warned children are becoming 
more isolated because of overuse of 
social media. 

The former children’s laureate who 
attended the King’s School in Canter¬ 
bury, 73, said that children’s “experi¬ 
ence of life” was often limited to 
technology, whether it is “phones or 
iPads”. 

He said: “The misuse of this technol¬ 
ogy is allowing this to become such a 
strong culture of communication that 
children forget about talking to people. 

“They get on social media just like 
that, in their bedrooms, and that can be 
very isolating.” 

He said that “used properly” new 
technology can have extraordinary ben¬ 
efits. But the former Kent primary 
school teacher warned: “A lot of 
children are suffering from too much 
isolation. Incidences of depression and 
mental illness are increasing. 

“We live in a world which should be 
much happier. We have creature 
comforts, we’re not freezing cold, we 
have a health service that’s enabled us 
to have another 10 years of life... but we 
have more isolated lives.” 

His warning comes after Childline 
reported that more children are 
growing up feeling lonely. 


Crooks return dead 
baby's possessions 

ITEMS of “huge sentimental value” stolen from the 
parents of a baby who had recently died when 
their car was pinched, have been returned by 
crooks to police. 

A striped blanket the baby was wrapped in at 
birth, a red toy dinosaur, a blue baby mirror, two 
car seats and a buggy were in a black Ford Fiesta 
stolen in Mead Road in Dartford on April 19. 

Sgt Becky Jones said the theft caused “a great 
deal of upset and distress for the whole family” as 
they appealed for their return. 

But last Sunday, all the items - except for the car 
- were left at North Kent Police Station in North- 
fleet. The police are continuing to hunt for the car 
which had been undergoing repairs for a faulty 
bonnet. 

Its licence plate begins X389, though police fear 
it may have been removed. 

To help police with their investigation, call 01474 
366149, quoting reference XY/017626/17. Alterna¬ 
tively contact Kent Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111. 


MP's aide denies 
rape in Westminster 

7\N AIDE to South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay has 
denied raping a woman at the Palace of Westminster 
last October. 

Samuel Thrmstrong, 23, from Danbury in Essex, is 
charged with two counts of rape, one of sexual 
assault and one of assault by penetration in relation 
to the alleged attack. 

Armstrong, who was suspended as Mr Mackin- 
lay’s chief of staff, wore a suit and pleaded not guilty 
to all four counts as he stood in the dock at South¬ 
wark Crown Court on Friday morning. He is 
accused of sexually touching the woman without 
consent earlier in the day then penetrating her that 
evening. 

Judge Deborah Taylor ordered him to appear for 
trial on December 11. The case is estimated to last 
five to seven days. 

A pre-trial hearing was scheduled to take place 
on September 29. 

Armstrong was bailed on the condition he does 
not enter the Palace of Westminster or contact the 
alleged victim. 


Election claims rail 
consultation events 

FIVE public events to be staged as part of the 
consultation into the next rail franchise for the 
county have been cancelled due to the snap 
general election. 

Giving people the chance to speak directly to 
the Department for Transport about what is 
known as the south eastern rail franchise - cur¬ 
rently held by the company Southeastern - a 
number have already been held. 

But with purdah - a period in which national 
and local government cannot comment on 
issues which may sway the electorate - the 
remaining five events, which included dates in 
Gravesend and Canterbury, have now been 
called off 

The consultation ends on May 23 giving no 
chance of them being rearranged. 

The consultation has already sparked a 
21,000-strong petition after proposals to cut 
Dartford and Bexleyheath services down to just 
one London terminal. The new franchise agree¬ 
ment will come into force next year. 


6 Week ending April 30,2017 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


















A 


Fires, canons and hot water 
in battle to protect our vines 



READY: Team at Biddenden Vineyard prepare the arsenal to attack last week’s frosts 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


VINEYARDS have started burning fires at 
night to protect their crop from the threat of 
frost during last week’s cold snap. 

The chilly weather in the night threatened 
to harm the young vines. 

Julian Barnes, managing director at Bid¬ 
denden Vineyards explained that a key 
weapon against the damage is to burn small 
fires in buckets to keep the temperatures 
above zero. He explained: “Lighting candles 
is a temperature control method that is pop¬ 
ular on mainland Europe but we have not 
seen it over here much. 

“It can be spectacular, but also very effec¬ 
tive. It is all down to changing time, weather 
patterns and climate change. 

“We used three large gas-fired canons that 
blow warm air for around 60 metres under 
the vines so it then rises; we also started 
eight fires in some old metal crates we 
knocked up, and used hot water on the vines. 

“Walking around the vines in the early 
hours and you could feel the frosts coming. 
We spent the whole night out there. We just 
needed to keep the air moving. We were all 
out, almost the whole family, from 2am 
Thursday and we are now presently assess¬ 
ing how effective our measures were. Ensur¬ 


ing our vines survive is, of course, a priority. 

“We think we have got away with it, and 
hopefully that is the end of the frosts this 
year. Three weeks ago, we were walking 
around in just a shirt.” 

As for the future wine production, he said: 
“If we had lost a high number of shoots it 
could have been a problem years down the 
line. It would have implications.” 

He added: “The weather this year has 
changed a lot and the long dry spell means 
the ground frosts can be worse than if the 


surface had more moisture in it. 

“We were warned there was going to be 
several frosts, and to be honest we have not 
seen a situation like this for 20 years where 
the shoots opened early and then there is a 
series of frosts.” 

The family owned Biddenden Vineyards 
- which has won a host of prestigious 
awards for its variety of wines - stretches 
across 23 acres with vines on south facing 
gentle slopes. Eorecasters say tempera¬ 
tures should rise again next week. 


College birds stolen 
along with their eggs 

A NUMBER of endangered birds have been stolen 
from Hadlow College. 

One Nene goose, one Maned goose, one 
Laysan Teal duck and 24 eggs were swiped at its 
campus in Tonbridge Road, Hadlow. 

They were stolen overnight last Saturday and 
Sunday. Police want to hear from anyone who may 
have seen the crime or have any information to 
contact them. 

Rider killed in crash 
named as dad-of-two 

A MOTORCYCLIST killed in a horror crash on the 
B2075 Romney Road last week was a dad-of-two 
from Hawkinge, police have confirmed 
Rodger Smith, 62, died at the scene, one mile 
south of the junction with the A259 Hammonds 
Corner on April 19. He was riding a grey Yamaha 
bike which hit a VW Tiguan. 


Sex attacker jailed 

A RAPIST from Dorset has been jailed for life after 
admitting 21 sexual offences committed while he 
lived in Kent. 

Shaun Sharp, 57, formerly of Lydd, abused 
children for a decade from the mid-1990s. 

He was sentenced to life imprisonment when he 
appeared at Canterbury Crown Court on 
Wednesday. 
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Farage being sued for £100k 
over Hope Not Hate remarks 



FORMER IJkip leader Nigel Farage 
faces a High Court claim for 
damages of up to £100,000 from a 
campaign group. 

Hope Not Hate said it has started 
legal proceedings against Mr 
Farage, who last week announced 
he would not be standing for 
election in South Thanet again in 
June’s general election, for com¬ 
ments he made on LBC Radio on 
December 20 last year. 

The libel claim filed argues Mr 
Farage’s remarks that Hope Not Hate 
“masquerade as being lovely and 
peaceful, but actually pursue violent 
and very undemocratic means” has 
caused and/or is likely to cause 
“serious harm” to its reputation. 

Hope Not Hate is also seeking an 
injunction to restrain Mr Farage 
from repeating the comments. 


made when asked about an 
extremism row on Twitter with 
Brendan Cox - the husband of 
murdered Labour MP Jo Cox. 

The group’s chief executive Nick 
Lowles said: “All Nigel Farage had 


to do was say sorry. This case is not 
about money for Hope Not Hate, 
this is about telling the truth.” 

Mr Farage, who until recently 
lived in Westerham, has declined to 
comment. 


CPS receives file in probe 
into Tory election spend 


THE Crown Prosecution Service 
has confirmed it has received a 
file from Kent Police as part of its 
investigation into claims the 
Conservative Party breached 
rules over election expenses in 
South Thanet in 2015. 

Various forces around the 
country had already sent files to 
the CPS regarding allegations of 
breaching spending limits on 
other seats two years ago, and 
county chiefs have now also 
handed over their findings. 

It is the latest development in 
a long-running scandal in 
which the Conservatives were 
said to have “understated” 
spending during campaigning 
on the Kent seat, where Craig 
Mackinlay was victorious over 
former Ukip leader Nigel Farage. 

The row centres around 
claims the party recorded 


expenditure on hotels in 
Ramsgate as national spending, 
rather than local spending. 

The Electoral Commission 
fined the Tories - who blamed 
“simple human error” - a record 
£70,000 earlier this year 
following an investigation. 

It is now understood the CPS 
will review the evidence before 
deciding whether any charges 
should be brought, but need to 
do so before the start of the 
general election on June 8. 

The party, and Mr Mackinlay 
himself, have long protested 
innocence, and the MP says he 
will fight to defend his seat 
when we go to the polls. 

Rev. Stuart Piper is set to be 
named by Ukip as the candidate 
to replace Mr Farage in 
challenging for the seat after a 
meeting of members this week. 


Virgin's optic expansion 

SUPER fast broadband is set to reach more 
than 100,000 premises across the county as 
Virgin Media confirmed it was rolling out its 
fibre optic broadband to more homes and 
businesses. 

It claims to deliver lightning fast download 
speeds of 300Mbps. 


Cops' cyber crime unit 

A TEAM of specially-trained detectives has 
been set up in Kent as part of a drive to 
tackle cyber crime. 

The unit, led by detective inspector Lee 
Morton, is part of the Kent and Essex Serious 
Crime Directorate and will tackle cases of 
fraud and crime online. 


Orlando in 'pikey' row 

HOLLYWOOD star and former Canterbury 
schoolboy Orlando Bloom was forced to 
apologise after using the term ‘pikey’ during 
an interview on BBC Radio 1 this week. 

The former public school boy was 
describing himself as a “pikey from Kent’’. 
Listeners complained it was a racial slur. 


Goldfinches are stolen 

EIGHT goldfinches - each valued at around 
£700 each - have been stolen from an aviary 
in Thanet. 

The crime took place in the Canterbury 
Road area of Garlinge between 10.45pm and 
11pm on Monday. Police are appealing for 
witnesses. 
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Joint candidates rejected 



SITTING: Helen Grant MP will not take on a united ‘progressive alliance’ candidate. Picture: ADY KERRY 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher(g)archant.co.uk 


T he Green Party has react¬ 
ed angrily after opposition 
parties in at least two key 
constituencies torpedoed 
suggestions of fielding a 
united ‘progressive alliance’ candi¬ 
date in a bid to unseat long-estab¬ 
lished Conservative MPs. 

As parties scramble to select their 
candidates for the snap election on June 
8, plans to stage a candidate against 
Canterbury’s Sir Julian Brazier were de¬ 
railed after the Lib Dems and Labour 
rejected an approach by the Greens to 
team up. In addition, IJkip confirmed it 
would not field a candidate against the 
Brexit supporting MP. 

And in Maidstone and The Weald, 
the Liberal Democrats sparked fury 
from the Green candidate after it also 
refused to discuss a joint candidate to 
stand against Tory Helen Grant. 

Stuart Jeffery, who had stood in Can¬ 
terbury in 2015 and will now stand in 
Maidstone for the Greens, said: “Greens 
do politics differently. Nationally we ap¬ 
proached Labour and Lib Dems to dis¬ 
cuss an alliance which would have seen 
an end to Tory rule. Sadly they refused. 
Locally we did the same to maximise the 
anti-Tory vote in this safe Conservative 
seat, but again the Lib Dems refuse to 
talk. Frankly I’m disgusted with their at¬ 


titude. it is almost as if they want to see 
the Tories stay in government. 

“I will continue to fight for both the 
people in Maidstone and the environ¬ 
ment and I will continue to do politics 
differently.” 

But the Lib Dem candidate, bor¬ 
ough councillor for Coxheath Emily 
Fermor, insists she is the person who 
can topple Mrs Grant and urged 


Green supporters to get behind her. 

She told KoS: “We welcome the 
support of any party or organisation, 
but we point blank rule out any form 
of progressive alliance. 

“We believe the Liberal Democrats 
are the only party who have any 
chance of unseating Helen Grant. 

“I don’t think it’s fair for the elec¬ 
torate to put up some form of rainbow 


alliance. And I’d say to any Green 
supporter, if you want a pro-Europe¬ 
an candidate capable of winning in 
this constituency then you need to 
vote for the Liberal Democrats.” 

The Lib Dems have traditionally 
carried a strong supporter base in the 
county town, but saw its vote collapse 
in 2015 as part of a backlash against 
the party. 


Steer clear of 
Yaldingweir 

EMERGENCY crews are warning 
school children and businesses of the 
danger of swimming in the weir at 
Yalding this summer. 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service says 
the area close to Teapot Island and The 
Lees attracts many visitors in the 
summer months and families are often 
found paddling in the shallow river 
water between the sluice gates and the 
bridge, ignoring signs to steer clear. 

It says in recent years, there have 
been several serious ‘near misses’, 
where people have been close to 
drowning and have needed to be 
rescued. 

Spurs to play 
tribute game 

PREMIER League title-chasers Spurs 
will play a special match against 
Ebbsfleet United in July in memory of 
the Kent club’s FA Trophy winning 
skipper Paul McCarthy who died 
in February of a suspected heart 
attack. 

The 45-year-old lifted the trophy 
in 2008. His memory will be kept 
alive at the game at Stonebridge 
Road on July 15. A spokesman for the 
Fleet said: “All gate receipts will be 
donated to Paul’s family.” 



4-day Coach Trip 
to Ilfracombe £169 

The jewel in the north Devon coastline with its stunning harbour and old 
world charm. Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, tea gardens and pubs 
give it a vibrant ‘continental’ feel...Now you can have a wonderful 4-day 
coach break here for just £169... 

Full details... 

DAY 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving 
at the hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in 
before dinner. 

DAY 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty 
village of Appledore and then on to the historic 
market town of Barnstaple. 

DAY 3: Day out - across Exmoor National Park 
stopping at the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. A unique water operated cliff railway 
dating back to 1890 joins the village of Lynton to its sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. 
The railway is a listed monument and is one of the area’s most popular tourist attractions. A 
return ticket is included so you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. 

DAY 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to 
see us on our way 

Palm Court Hotel Ilfracombe 
Ideally situated to explore Ilfracombe. The famous Tunnels 
Beaches are just 1 minute walk away and the Landmark 
Theatre and seafront are just a short 5 minute walk. This 
family run Hotel offers good food, regular evening 
entertainment and bright, well equipped ensuite guest rooms 

This trip departs on Friday 30th June £169 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as 
shown. Single room supplement £19 

FREE for you! Complimentary Devon Cream Tea included 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 



Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Ilfracombe. No changing coaches, no 
endless pick-ups. Same coach, same 
driver throughout your holiday - 
always with GBTours. 
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Main South East 
UK Sherborne 
Upholstery 
Stockists 



Guaranteed to have 
the best prices 


Chairs 

from only 


from only 




View our extensive selection of super-smooth 
Manual and Powered Reclining Chairs and Settees, Fireside 
Chairs and Suites plus Electric ‘Lift & Rise’ Recliners. 

All available in a wonderful choice of sizes, styles and design. 


Furniture World, 


Furniture World, 

64-68 High Street, 

Hythe, CT21 SAL 

1 Furniture Worid 1 

11-16 Royal Star Arcade, 
Maidstone, ME141JL 

01303 239239 

1 RECLINER FURNITURE SPECIALISTS B 

01622 296680 

Open 


Open 

Monday - Saturday 9-5 

Family company established 1895 

Monday - Saturday 9-5 

Sunday CLOSED 


Sunday 11-4 
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Seeking an 
answer to 
grammars' 
big question 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.PymanCSarchant.co.uk 

B right pupils from poor 
backgrounds are being “let 
down by the system” ac¬ 
cording to a councillor 
leading a charge to in¬ 
crease social mobility in grammar 
schools. 

Jenny Whittle, chair of Kent Coun¬ 
ty Council’s grammar schools and 
social mobility select committee, in¬ 
sists more work needs to be done in 
primary schools to identify those pu¬ 
pils and encourage and support them 
to take the Kent Test. 

‘Disadvantaged’ children are de¬ 
fined by the local authority as not just 
those not entitled to free school 
meals, but also those in receipt of the 
pupil premium - a sum of money giv¬ 
en to schools each year by the govern¬ 
ment to improve attainment. 

The committee published a report 
last June in which it highlighted that 
just 57 per cent of high ability chil¬ 
dren in receipt of pupil premium in 
the county attend a grammar school, 
compared to 79 per cent of similar 
ability children not eligible for pupil 
premium. 

As a result it proposed 16 recom¬ 
mendations to help drive social mo¬ 
bility and increase the numbers of 
such pupils taking the Kent Test, and 
improving the network of support for 
them before and after. 

There is currently a ban imposed 
by KCC on primary schools preparing 
pupils for the Kent Test during school 
time and the council insists improve¬ 
ments have been made to limit any 
benefit which may be gained from 
coaching and ensure as level a play¬ 
ing field as possible. 

Instead, council chiefs want to see 
a stronger relationship between pri¬ 
mary schools and grammars, where 
pupils for whom the grammar route 
is deemed suitable are identified and 
supported far earlier. 

“There’s a perception that it’s 
something for wealthier people, and 
parents who are less well off still 
think grammar schools are not for 
their children, but that’s where KCC 
comes in to play to make sure no one 
falls through the net,” Cllr Whittle 
toldKoS. 

“There are between 650 and 700 
children in non-selective secondary 
schools who receive pupil premium 
who should have attended a gram¬ 
mar school and missed out on a place. 

“Why didn’t they go.^ We think pri¬ 
mary school head teachers can play a 
key role. 



“You can see pretty early on which 
are the brightest kids and we need 
head teachers to speak to those par¬ 
ents and provide encouragement and 
support. 

“They are told they cannot prepare 
in school time because 75 per cent 
will not be going to selective schools, 
however there is nothing to stop head 
teachers sitting down with parents 
and giving their professional advice 
about those children. 

“High attaining children who miss 
out on a grammar school place be¬ 
cause they have not entered the Kent 
Test or not been supported through 
the appeal process have been let 
down by the system.” 

One of the recommendations in last 
year’s committee report was for the 
council to consider adopting a similar 
approach to authorities such as near¬ 
by Bexley where, after registering 
their child for the test, parents direct¬ 
ly receive a link to the council’s famil¬ 
iarisation booklet, which includes 
practice questions. 

Paper copies of the booklet - which 
enables parents and pupils to know 
what the test papers look like, and 
what type of questions to expect in 
the test environment - are also avail¬ 
able upon request. 

Clearly the authority is looking to 
improve communication with par¬ 
ents and provide more material to 
help prepare, however, there is no ap¬ 
petite at KCC to open the field to all 
pupils and introduce a policy of 
coaching in advance. 

“We did explore this and we looked 



EDUCATION : Grammar schools are a controversial topic. Left; Jenny Whittle. Below; Peter Read. 

Pictures: GETTYIMAGES/TGNGRG IMAGES RF/GGNTRIBUTED/KEN MEARS 


at Buckinghamshire where everyone 
is entered into the test,” Cllr Whittle 
said. 

“However the proportion of chil¬ 
dren on free school meals going to 
grammars is the same or worse than 
it is in Kent.” 

Education consultant and former 
Gravesend head teacher Peter Read 
agreed: “I think that’s unreasonable 
on the 50 per cent of children who 
don’t want to go to grammar schools 
- for many of them it will be a point¬ 
less exercise. 

“I think it would be a terrible idea 
and there are better ways of achiev¬ 
ing social mobility.” 

Mr Read has been supportive of the 
report since it was published 10 


months ago, but insisted he wanted 
to see further steps taken. 

“I think their recommendations 
are very good but the problem is they 
are not mandatory,” he added. 

“Primary schools are working in a 
selective authority and there are too 
many primaries who discourage chil¬ 
dren taking the 11-plus even though 
they have the ability. 

“As a result, in certain areas chil¬ 
dren whose parents may not appreci¬ 
ate it don’t get any push, and those 
head teachers are letting those chil¬ 
dren down.” 

There were reports earlier this year 
that grammars would lower entry 
test pass marks for poorer pupils, 
though this was dismissed by the De¬ 


partment for Education as “specula¬ 
tion”. 

Both Cllr Whittle and Mr Read felt 
it was a sensible move, believing it 
would be more harmful to the disad¬ 
vantaged in the long run. 

“It would be too late to make up the 
shortfall at age 11,” said Cllr Whittle, 
who represents the Maidstone Rural 
East ward. 

“There’s work to be done even from 
the age of four or in nursery. 

“If you lower the pass mark, there is 
a danger they will fall behind and not 
be secondary school ready.” 

Mr Read added: “I think that would 
be a mistake. 

“To lower the pass score may be 
saying that children not of grammar 
school ability get in, but I would pre¬ 
fer it the other way around, which is 
preparing children in socially de¬ 
prived areas for grammar schools. 

“Primaries are forbidden to pre¬ 
pare them in school time, but it would 
make sense, particularly in areas of 
deprivation, to have ‘booster classes’ 
out of school time.” 

Some of the county’s super-selec- 
tives, however, like Skinners’ in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, do offer some places for 
a handful on pupil premium who fall 
just short. 

“We have seen other schools like 
Tonbridge Grammar, Judd and Weald 
of Kent [all in Tonbridge] change 
their admission criteria so grammars 
are responding to the challenge,” Cllr 
Whittle said. 

“They are also doing outreach 
work, but the problem for grammars 
is they have such a wide catchment 
area, with some having as many as 
63 feeder primary schools. 

“It’s all about that partnership and 
many do have good relationships but 
there’s still work to be done.” 
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PLANNING: Bluewater shopping centre. 


Town centre concerns as green 
light given for Bluewater growth 


B luewater was this week 
given the go-ahead for a 
massive multi-million 
pound expansion, but con¬ 
cerns have been raised at 
the further impact the Greenhithe 
complex will have on nearby town 
centres. 

Both Dartford and Gravesend have 
spent years trying to recover from the 
impact of having one of Europe’s big¬ 
gest shopping complexes on their 
doorstep, sucking up big chain stores 
from their traditional homes on the 
high street. 

And the impact stretches further 
than that too, with opposition to the 
expansion coming from Bexley and 
Medway too. 

The plans, given unanimous back¬ 
ing by Dartford council this week, 
will see an extension to the West Vil¬ 
lage section - home to the likes of Piz¬ 
za Express and Zizzi - creating new 
major shopping units as well as res¬ 
taurants and bars. 

It will also allow existing tenants to 
expand their premises. 

However, there is no provision for 
additional car parking spaces, 
prompting some to fear it could spell 
traffic chaos on busy days. 

It is a revised version of plans previ¬ 
ously given the nod more than three 
years ago which sought even larger 
expansion. 

Robert Goodman, general manag¬ 
er at Bluewater said: “We welcome 
the planning committee’s unani¬ 
mous decision to approve the applica¬ 
tion. The proposals to evolve Bluewa¬ 
ter are important to ensure it 
continues to provide its guests with a 
comprehensive and compelling offer. 
They will also create up to 500 jobs 
during construction and 2,300 
once complete. Eollowing the com¬ 
mittee’s decision, our focus is now on 
working in partnership with our 
stakeholders on the detail of the pro- 


By Luke May 

Luke.may(S)archant.co.uk 


posals over the coming months.” 

But the news was met with concern 
by many. 

Nearby Gravesham Borough Coun¬ 
cil had submitted opposition to the 
proposal prior to the decision, saying 
there was “no compelling evidence to 
suggest Bluewater needs to expand or 
is under any threat by competitors”. 

Gravesham will receive a £519,000 
‘mitigation’ payment from Bluewater 
as a result of the decision - Dartford 
some £612,000. 

Gravesham convened a meeting of 
senior officers and the council leader 
this week to examine the impact of 
the expansion programme and its 
leader. Conservative David Turner, 
said he was only too aware of the 
threat it posed to the town centre. 

He told KoS: “We’re not happy 
about it. 

“Our town centre is doing better 
than Dartford’s, but we’ve lost M&S 


and we’ve lost BHS; we can’t afford to 
lose another big name store. 

“It’s true if you walk through the 
town centre there’s a large amount of 
footfall, and we’ve opened our histor¬ 
ic market, but we’re going to have to 
focus on these things to continue to 
be a success and bring people in.” 

Eve King, who has run Evie’s Sew¬ 
ing Centre on Queen Street since 
1989 told us: “The damage has al¬ 
ready been done, 

“I get customers from all over be¬ 
cause I’m a specialist, but everywhere 
else in the town there are Pound- 
lands, discount stores and charity 
shops, my competitors are closing be¬ 
cause of the pressure; it’s not good for 
the town centre.” 

The extension work at Bluewater, if 
all goes to plan, should be complete 
by 2021. 

Jeremy Kite, leader at Dartford Bor¬ 
ough council, says it isn’t for town 
centres to stop the success of shop¬ 
ping centres. 

“We have to accept that people 


want to shop at Bluewater, and it’s 
not for us to turn the clock back and 
try and change that,” he explained. 
“The challenge for Dartford is to focus 
on what brings people to our town 
centre, and that is our markets and 
our independent traders. 

“The best town centres are adapt¬ 
ing and across the country the suc¬ 
cessful ones are encouraging more 
people to live there so the traders, 
pubs and restaurants they need are 
only a walk away. 

“That’s what’s gradually happen¬ 
ing in Dartford and our High Street 
occupancy rates are actually good 
and getting better.” 

Bluewater has certainly proved it¬ 
self to be one of the retail sector’s suc¬ 
cess stories. 

Opened in 1999 - amid the grip of 
the economic downturn - it posi¬ 
tioned itself from the off as a leisure 
destination rather than simply a 
shopping centre. With cinemas and a 
host of restaurants and bars, it 
trumped Lakeside, just over the Dart¬ 
ford Crossing in Essex as the ‘go to’ 
centre for the south east. 

It also arrived as the shift in our 
shopping habits started to emerge. 

No longer were we content with 
simply heading into our local town 
centres - now we wanted to drive to 
out-of-town complexes where park¬ 
ing was ample and free and the range 
of shops extensive. 

Despite the subsequent shift to a 
‘little, often’ approach to our grocery 
shopping, so-called ‘destination’ re¬ 
tail centres have flourished as people 
spend the day with friends and fami¬ 
ly, spending as they do so. 

But the impact on town centres is 
significant. By drawing people in for 
the day, even pulling millions of peo¬ 
ple over the course of the year does 
not equate into higher footfall in the 
likes of Dartford or Gravesend town 
centres. Instead, shoppers come in 


from around the surrounding area 
then head straight home. 

Employment, on the other hand 
has certainly been significant. When 
it celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
2009 it was estimated unemploy¬ 
ment in Dartford had fallen by a re¬ 
markable 25 per cent. Not all can be 
attributed to Bluewater, but it is cer¬ 
tainly a honeypot for employment op¬ 
portunities. 

Yet the challenges for those who 
lose trade as a result continues. 

Explains a council spokesman for 
the London borough of Bexley - and 
formerly part of Kent: “Despite chal¬ 
lenging conditions in the retail sec¬ 
tor, Bexleyheath and Crayford town 
centres continue to trade well. People 
clearly value convenient local shop¬ 
ping of the type they offer and it’s im¬ 
portant that this is something that 
continues to be available. 

“While we do not object in principle 
to the expansion of Bluewater, we be¬ 
lieve it is very important to consider 
the impact its expansion may have on 
shops in our borough. 

“Bluewater is a powerful magnet 
for shoppers looking for an experi¬ 
ence and a range of goods, but it’s im¬ 
portant that we safeguard the local 
shops where most of our residents 
continue to do most of their shopping. 

Manager at Bexleyheath’s Business 
Improvement District, Tony Garratt 
added: “Either the centre brings in 
some new brands and gains more at¬ 
tention, or it will bring more people to 
the area as a whole. 

“Bluewater’s target audience and 
our own are quite different, it looks 
for the monthly and tourist visitors, 
whereas we look for weekly, regular 
customers. 

“If they’re going to create new 
buildings and keep parking the same, 
well it’s already a nightmare getting 
out of that place, a few more people 
might come to us instead.” 



PLANNING: Some 30,000 sq ft of retail space is planned for Bluewater. This 
is how it could look once the expansion is complete. 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! 


Established 1981 


Over 61,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond C 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 

of openers. White UPVC L 

DOUBLE GLAZED ■ 

4 WINDOWS 
El ,5i 2 fiS«.T 

5 WINDOWS 

£ 1 , 890 rn 99 .T 

6 WINDOWS I 

£2,268 rn99AT | 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 

TRiPCeoCS^ed ■ 

yi WINDOWS ; 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


£1,891 r£9AT 
WINDOWS 


£2,364r.S9AT 
WINDOWS 


£2,836r^AT 
WINDOWS 


m £3,309riS^AT 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guaranfee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 




\i 

T F '^1 

a 

OJ ^ 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
Dund sun-porch wit 
the SupaLite tiled 


15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
w & Orangeries 


f An extra 

£100 off ^ 


Celebrating over 36 years of 


0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


ate 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


r- 

Donl just 
glaze it, 


Offers end 
9lh 
May 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm 


Al of oir installers are CRB checked. 


AS HEARD ON hedDft FENS/ 

103.1 102.8 IWWrBeii ' 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 
Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 
BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Might Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


odiuru<iya<im-gpm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head Office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f ^.www.supaglazing.comBii, 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions appiy. Licenced credit brokers, wtten details avaiiable on request. E&OE 
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SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewi^res, alteraltions, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 

07889 895394 

■ ■ 

mils Elis mils Elis 

■ I DOMESTIC 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR INSTALLER 


For more Job 
Opportunities 
visit us online at... 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 
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REAL ALES it GREAT FOOD ★ FINE WHISKEYS-^ RQCICN-ROU 


SAIUraWY 


BLUES PILLS 

Danny Woisnop • Stone Broken 


Toseland > Jared James Nichols 


****** PRQG ****** 


“fCl^CASSBMO 

The Picturebooks • Uonize • Dirty Thrills 


MACTHHwet 

I Am The Mormng • The Gift 


^** OUTLAW *** 
couniRV 

KENNYWAYNE 

SHEPHERDband 


Steve N' Seagulls 
Choultown • Whiskey Dick 
Jessica Lynn > Caitlin Koch 


TVlIR«RV'ANT«TIIESIIAip()WN 
Aaron Keylock • Big Boy Bloater 


Wayward Sons • Blackwater Conspiracy • Bad Touch • Scnaamlng Eagles • Tmckar Diablo • Treason Kings • Aaron Buchanan & The Cult Classics 
Knock OuiKaine • Skam • KrisBarras • WUdUes • The Fallen Stale • KUIIT • The NUe Deltas • Broken Win Rebels • Massive 


(5&V UcleU oAd^Uml ^ 

RAMBL1NMANFAIR.COM 


Eventbrite for tickets; www.ramblinmanfairi7.eventbrite.co 
. . 


Carter: Power 


T heresa May win be the conserva¬ 
tives’ “secret to success” in next 
week’s Kent County Council elec¬ 
tions, according to current leader 
Paul Carter. 

The Tories are widely expected to romp to 
comfortable victories both locally on May 4, 
and in the snap general election on June 8, 
and the prime minister’s popularity with vot¬ 
ers in Kent will help see off any potential hint 
of a threat from opposition parties, the leader 
claims. 

Cllr Carter has led the largest county coun¬ 
cil in the country since 2005, overseeing tri¬ 
umphs for his party in 2009 and 2013, and it’s 
difficult to imagine Kent being any colour 
other than blue once again when the results 
are announced on Friday. 

Labour insists it is campaigning to win the 
local election, but admits there is an element 
of realism in their ambitions, and is targeting 
the coastal areas where it may be more likely 
to pick up seats than traditional Tory heart¬ 
lands in the west of the county. 

Assessing the best of the rest will more than 
likely be the bigger talking point than the 
winner itself, such is the inevitablity of a Con¬ 
servative victory once again, even in this most 
unpredictable period of modern politics. 

Ukip sprung a surprise four years ago when 
it won an impressive and unexpected 17 seats 
at County Hall to become the main party of 
opposition to the Conservatives, but after 
playing its part in ensuring Britain voted to 
leave the European Union, many suspect Ukip 
is suffering something of an identity crisis, 
and has little further purpose. 

Indeed, South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay 
told us earlier this month he could see an “ab- 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman(g)archant.co.uk 


solute wipeout” of his former party’s seats on 
KCC following a string of controversies in re¬ 
cent months, including the defection of former 
Rochester and Strood MP Mark Reckless. 

Liberal Democrat MEP for the south east, 
Catherine Bearder, admitted such a scenario 
would give her “great pleasure” and agreed 
Ukip would suffer huge losses, while predict¬ 
ing a resurgence for her own party. 

Both Chris Wells, leader of Thanet District 
Council - the only local authority in the coun¬ 
try under Ukip control - and party leader Paul 
Nuttall have insisted it will still have a strong 
representation on KCC, despite the doubters. 

Cllr Carter steered clear of making as bold a 
prediction as Mr Mackinlay but told KoS he 
was confident his party would strengthen its 
majority further by turning some purple seats 
blue once again. 

“I’m optimistic that we will get a good result 
and take a significant number of seats from 
Ukip, but let’s not get carried away and let’s 
see what the electorate come up with,” he 
said. 

Labour councillor Roger Truelove told us 
last week the announcement of a general elec¬ 
tion could have a positive knock-on effect for 
the party in the KCC vote. 

While some warn not to write him off. La¬ 
bour leader Jeremy Corbyn has been widely 
dismissed as “unelectable”, and deemed re¬ 
sponsible for his party falling further and fur¬ 
ther behind the Conservatives in the opinion 
polls. 

Public perception of parties nationally will 
always inevitably have an impact on how peo- 



CAMPAIGN : Theresa May speaks on the campaign trail this week as the Tories close in on 
what appears to be a comfortable victory Picture: REBECCA NADEN/PA Wire 
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of PM will keep us still true blue 



pie vote when they take to the polls, 
at whatever level of politics, but Cllr 
Truelove felt the prospect of a general 
election just around the corner, in 
which voters can make those strong 
political statements, could help un¬ 
blur some lines. 

He suggested voters may now be 


more inclined to consider the quality 
of the local candidate, than simply to 
make those political statements, fol¬ 
lowing Mrs May’s decision to call a 
general election. 

The council leader, however, feels 
perceptions of Mrs May, Mr Corbyn, 
Mr Nuttall and Liberal Democrat 


leader Tim Farron will be very much 
on the minds of voters next Thursday. 

“In local elections I always say 70 
per cent is the standing of the nation¬ 
al party and 30 per cent is focused on 
local issues,” Cllr Carter said. 

“The feeling on the doorstep is that 
Theresa May is massively with the 


electorate, they think she is a strong 
prime minister and doing a very good 
job. 

“I said before, at the start of the 
county council election campaign, 
that Theresa May was our secret to 
success and that’s been reflected on 
the doorsteps. 


“Meanwhile there has been very, 
very little support for Ukip unlike four 
years ago. 

“What she is saying is resonating 
with the views of the public, as does 
having a real grip on government 
policy. 

“The U-turn on national insurance 
shows that - the treasury made a 
mistake and she corrected it.” 

Chancellor Philip Hammond, and 
the party as a whole, came under in¬ 
tense criticism for that particular 
budget policy, in which the govern¬ 
ment proposed to hike national in¬ 
surance contributions for the self- 
employed, despite promising not to in 
its 2015 manifesto. 

Tonbridge and Mailing MP Tom 
Tugendhat was among those lobby¬ 
ing for a U-turn, telling colleagues 
the proposals “speak to a tone that is 
not entirely helpful, and in that I urge 
a rethink”. 

Cllr Carter also suggested news of a 
general election would spark a rise in 
interest among both voters and politi¬ 
cal commentators. 

“What it will do is increase the 
turnout because I suspect national 
media will want to look at what hap¬ 
pens,” he said. 

“People will be much more aware 
and reminded of the opportunity to 
vote because normally people tell us 
on the Friday after the election ‘oh I 
forgot to vote’. 

■ Continues on page 16 
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“All the pollsters will be very keen to 
look at county council elections re¬ 
sults and we’re confident of a good 
result again. 

“As I say, the public are clearly 
backing the prime minister and they 
also understand we have a strong 
track record of delivering improved 
services with 35 per cent less money. 

“The response has generally been 
very complimentary.” 

In its manifesto for this election, 
the Conservatives vow to continue to 
raise school standards and says the 
party supports the government in its 
plans to build new grammar schools 
across the county - something 
strongly opposed by both Labour and 
the Liberal Democrats. 

Additionally, it wants to double the 
number of 16-20 year olds taking up 
a modern apprenticeship from 
11,000 to 22,000, as announced in a 
‘Made in Kent’ campaign earlier this 
year. 

The party also recognises the 
county’s housing crisis, estimating 
some 9,000 homes need to be built in 
the county each year to serve a grow¬ 
ing population, and supports contro¬ 
versial developments such as the Ot- 
terpool Park garden town in Shepway. 

The manifesto also pledges to “con¬ 
tinue to deliver excellent community 
services” despite budget pressures on 
libraries, youth hubs and Trading 
Standards. 

When quizzed on ambitions of 
some opponents to split up KCC into 
smaller district or unitary authori¬ 
ties, Cllr Carter has said on a number 
of occasions it would be detrimental 
to the county, because having an au¬ 
thority so large gives councillors 


greater clout in lobbying central gov¬ 
ernment for funding and support. 

Indeed, Conservative supporters 
would argue that has been evidenced 
in recent months and years, given 
Whitehall’s decision to release addi¬ 
tional funding for social care follow¬ 
ing relentless pushing from KCC, 
whose budget is being particularly 
squeezed. 

Likewise, huge investment in tran- 
port infrastructure has been rubber- 
stamped, with announcements being 
made over the Lower Thames Cross¬ 


ing and M20 lorry park to combat 
Operation Stack over the last 12 
months. 

A shared party alleigance between 
national and local government is also 
inevitably going to be useful in at 
least some circumstances, particu¬ 
larly when considering all 17 MPs in 
the county are also singing from the 
same political hymn sheet. 

Of course, there could yet be a sur¬ 
prise in the form of a Mr Corbyn-led 
Labour government on the morning 
of June 9, and while acknowledging 


the benefits of national and local gov¬ 
ernment being the same colour, Cllr 
Carter claims political differences 
have not stopped KCC from succeed¬ 
ing in the past. 

“We have 100 per cent coverage 
from members of parliament working 
within a large county, so we have 
power,” he said. 

“Being a Conservative does have a 
material effect on lobbying and that 
has helped enormously, but I think it 
goes both ways because my predeces¬ 
sor, Sandy Bruce-Lockhart [also a 


Conservative leader] had a very 
strong relationship with [Labour dep¬ 
uty prime minister] John Prescott.” 

Giving his views on the vote, MP 
Mr Mackinlay said: “The KCC elec¬ 
tions could be an absolute wipe out, 
leaving [Ukip] with a very, very small 
handful of seats or maybe even none 
at all. 

“Labour could well lose a couple 
and there might be a slight resur¬ 
gence of the Lib Dems but the Con¬ 
servatives will have a very successful 
election. I’m sure.” 
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Make 2017 the yn 
you start enjoyii^ 
peace of mind agm 


Independent and assisted living, 

24-hour nursing care 

and dementia care. * 

One and two bedroom apartments now 
available and just a few apartments available 
offering sea and garden views. 


‘I* Multi Award Winning Home and General Manager 
All your meats freshly prepared every day 
+ No maintenance bills, all your laundry and housekeeping taken care of 
■i" Trips out and daily activities 

We have a team of people who are passionate 
about care, why not take a tour today and 
meet the team? Talk to Jenny or Lee today: 


01227374488 


COUPLES 

TOGETHER 


165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, Kent, CT6 6PX 

www.signature-care*homesxo.uk 
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50 AND OVER: THE GOLDEN YEARS 

Why keeping fit is key 
to enjoying your life ^ 



I T is easy to assume the phrase 
‘life begins at 50’ has been de¬ 
signed by the 40-somethings 
simply to make that transition 
into fully fledged middle-age 
slightly less uncomfortable. 

Yet the reality is that for anyone 
aged 50, 60 and upwards, life has 
never been so focused to ensuring 
your life can be as fulfilling as you al¬ 
ways dreamed it would be. 

Whether it’s satisfying wanderlust 
through one of the many specialist 
travel agencies which can now take 
you to pretty much anywhere in the 
world while appreciating a vibrant 
nightclub scene is not what you’ll be 
seeking, to sports clubs for those 
wanting to keep fit with dedicated 
programmes and classes. 

The world is very much your oyster. 
And this week came confirmation 
that moderate exercise several times 
a week is the best way to keep your 
mind in the very best condition to en¬ 
joy all the opportunities which later 
life bring you. 

According to a study by the 
University of Canberra and 
Australian National University and 


published by the British Journal of 
Sports Medicine, it found that by 
reviewing more than 39 studies, 
aerobic exercise and strength 
training appeared to improve 
cognitive functions - which includes 
memory, attention and carrying out 
tasks. 

The research also revealed that 
exercise can even slow the impact of 
early signs of dementia. 

So what constituents sufficient ex¬ 
ercise.^ 

The study suggests exercise on as 
many days a week as possible with 
each session lasting around 45 
minutes. 

It explained: “While lifelong 
participation in physical exercise 
may be preferable, the adoption of 
exercise at any age to delay or reverse 
cognitive decline is worthwhile given 
the prevalence of physical inactivity 
and the increasing proportion of 
older adults in the population. 

“The moderator analysis in this 
study showed that exercise of between 
45 and 60 minutes in duration, of 
moderate or vigorous intensity and of 
any frequency or length is beneficial 


to cognitive function. 

“The findings suggest that an 
exercise programme with 
components of both aerobic and 
resistance-type training, of at least 
moderate intensity and at least 45 
min per session, on as many days of 
the week as possible, is beneficial to 
cognitive function in adults aged 50 
years and over.” 

A spokesman for the NHS said: “It’s 
no surprise to hear that exercise has 
health benefits - but not everyone 
knows that it’s good for your brain as 
well as your body. 

“This study provides evidence that, 
even for people with some signs of de¬ 
clining mental function, regular 
moderately intense exercise has a 
positive effect. 

“There are a few minor caveats, 
however. Although the study showed 
tai chi is beneficial, this was based on 
only four trials. 

“And it’s not completely clear how 
often people need to exercise. The 
study found any number of weekly 
sessions showed a benefit, but it’s 
reasonable to think more sessions 
would be more beneficial. 


“The reasons why physical 
exercise benefits mental function 
are thought to include better blood 
flow to the brain, which keeps nerve 
cells healthy and supplied with 
oxygen, lower inflammation and 
less cellular damage.” 

Current guidelines for exercise for 
adults in the UK are to do at least 150 
minutes of moderate aerobic activity 
every week - such as cycling or fast 
walking - and strength exercises 


working all the major muscle groups 
two or more days a week. Or, 75 
minutes of vigorous aerobic activity 
such as running or tennis, and 
strength exercises two or more times 
a week, or a mix of moderate and 
vigorous aerobic activty every week. 

Other ways to help reduce the risk 
of dementia include a healthy diet, 
maintaining a healthy weight, 
regular exercise, not drinking too 
much alcohol and stopping smoking. 



avanti) 

care & support 

Avante Care & Support provides residential, 
dementia, nursing, day and respite care services 
across Kent and South East London. 

We pride ourselves on delivering the best care, tailored 
to each persons individual needs, personality, hobbies 
and interests. Our homes provide a safe and welcoming 
environment for residents living with dementia or using 
our day and respite care services. 

Experienced and skilled staff make sure each resident 
is supported and helped to overcome the daily 
challenges of living with dementia. If you are looking 
for care for either a respite break or long term care, 
Avante Care & Support can help. 

Our Home Care & Support service also offers assistance 
with daily living, enabling individuals to maintain 
independent lives in the comfort of their own home. 

To find out nnore about our full range of services 
please call us on 01795 597400 or email us at 

enquiry(a)avdntecdre.org.uk 

@ avantecare.org.uk f] /AvanteCareandsupport 
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Residents rate Breton Court care home one 
of the top 20 care homes in South East England 

Breton Court in Tenterden, Kent has been chosen by residents and their families as 
one of the Top 20 care homes in South East England. 

There are 3,119 homes in the South East of England, with the top 20 receiving an 
award from the leading reviews guide to care homes, carehome.co.uk. 

The award is based on reviews of the care home written by their residents, plus 
their friends and relatives. 



Davina Ludlow, Director of carehome.co.uk, said: 

“We feel the best people to rate a care home are the residents and their families and 
friends. Their reviews reveal that many care homes are warm and happy places to live, 
where staff go that extra mile to ensure residents have a good quality of life and feel 
cared for. 

“Breton Court proved that they provide a high standard of care and we’d like to 
congratulate them on being a Top 20 care home in South East England! It’s a wonderful 
achievement to be recognised for being a highly recommended home by the very 
people you care for. 

“Finding the right care home can be so hard. We hope that our awards will help to make 
people’s care home search that little bit easier.” 

Kath Jenkins, manager of Breton Court said: I would like to say a big thank you to all 
my staff, for their hard work, commitment, professionalism and the loving care they give 
each and everyone of my residents. Care is not just about looking after the residents, 
but must include the family of that resident, the family should be able to sleep at night 
knowing that their loved one is being cared for appropriately. Each resident and their 
family become part of the Breton Court family. 

Breton Court Care Home, Grange Road, St Michaels, Tenterden TN30 GEE 
01580 762797 



No Mowing, Weeding or Watering! 
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Why a flood of fresh thinking 
may ease county’s housing crisis 





Housing remains a key issue in the 
county - but what about building 
homes on areas at risk of flooding in 
the county? Tim Wolfe-Murray is a 
partner at architects Clague, 
which have offices in 
Canterbury. He takes a look 
at new methods being used 
to tackle the issue. 


here’s wet weather and 
then there’s wet weather. 
And then there’s the win¬ 
ter of 2013/14. 

The UK was battered by 
12 major winter storms, making it 
the stormiest period in the UK for 
over 20 years. 

It was the wettest winter since 
1910, with the UK receiving 165 per 
cent of average rainfall. 

Over 10,000 homes suffered water 
damage from coastal and fluvial 
flooding, and 7,000 families were dis¬ 
placed. The Somerset Levels spent 
most of the winter season submerged, 
with 17,000 acres of agricultural 
land being under water for over a 
month. 

It got to the point of crisis that the 
village of Thorney was abandoned, 
while Muchelney had been cut off by 
high water. Elsewhere in the country, 
large areas along the River Thames 
were affected. 

In Kent, Yalding, near Maidstone, 
was badly effected with residents 
flnding their Christmas spent with 
their homes submerged. 

There needed to be a response. How 
could such instances of damage, iso¬ 
lation and chaos caused by flooding 
be prevented in the future.^ Politi¬ 
cians and environmentalists came 
together to ‘solve’ the issue by rein¬ 
forcing a message of reducing, or 
even abolishing, new housing in are¬ 
as at risk of flooding. But is this the 
best course of action.^ 

There is a clear housing crisis in 


the country. In recent times, we have 
been advised that we must build 
240,000 new homes per year, on a 
consistent basis. And we are falling 
woefully short of this target, despite 
housing developments being squeezed 
into seemingly every town. 

There are just not enough delivera¬ 
ble brownfleld sites in urban areas, 
while more and more land is being 
protected as green ‘buffer’ space 
around existing settlements. Mean¬ 
while, there are areas of land that are 
prime for development. The issue is 
that this land sits on flood plains. It is 
therefore important to resist the urge 
to restrict otherwise developable land 
based on its flood constraints. 

It is down to architects and mem¬ 
bers of the construction industry to 
demonstrate, as a matter of urgency, 
that there is an answer to these prob¬ 
lems, and that design is at the very 
centre of this. 

If we continue to follow the current 
pattern of building and design, these 
problems will not go away. This is a 
real opportunity for the industry to 
innovate. 

The Environment Agency has al¬ 
ways encouraged flood resilient de¬ 
sign, but it is now time for the con¬ 
struction industry to take the lead. It 
is imperative that we demonstrate 
that it is possible to build safely, af¬ 
fordably, and indeed attractively, in 
areas that have been discarded as 
‘undevelopable’. 

Throughout Europe there have 
been a number of projects that go 


some way in dispelling the myths that 
surround building viable flood-risk 
housing in Europe. 

The most notable of these is in the 
Netherlands, where a third of the 
country lies below sea-level. The most 
impressive and most dramatic of 
these projects is Ijburg in the borough 
of Amsterdam-Oost. 

Situated on IJ Lake, the town is be¬ 
ing built on artificial islands which 
have been raised from the lake. Once 
complete, it will accommodate 
18,000 new homes, along with the 
significant community infrastruc¬ 
ture of any new town such as schools, 
restaurants and leisure centres. 

In the UK, we are now starting to 
show that we are up to the task in de¬ 
signing properties and developments 
which counter the issues surround¬ 
ing flood plains. Where the Environ¬ 
mental Agency has identified land as 
‘Zone 2’ (0.1 per cent - one per cent 
risk) or ‘Zone 3a’ (one per cent risk or 
greater), Clague Architects has de¬ 
signed houses with living accommo¬ 
dation raised to the first floor. 

Eor example, we have recently had 
planning approved for a development 
in Deal. 

The living accommodation of these 


READY: Conyer Quay in Teynham properties see living accommodation on first floor. 


SUNK: Yalding flooding in the winter of 2013/14 which caused widespread disruption. 


HOMES : Elevated designs for homes in Deal help ease the pain of flooding 


modern town houses is to be on the 
first floor, while the ground floors are 
given over to garages and storage. 
These are less vulnerable to water 
damage, and incorporate flood-resil- 
ient/resistant construction. Al¬ 
though located in a well-established 
urban context, this site is at risk of 
flooding from both the sea and near¬ 
by rivers. 

Careful design and technical de¬ 
tailing by Clague has ensured that 
these homes remain a safe haven dur¬ 
ing even the worst flooding event, 
and will suffer minimal damage from 
water ingress. Designs include flood- 
resistant windows, doors and plumb¬ 
ing to prevent significant water in¬ 
gress, backed up by water-resilient 
fixtures and fittings to minimise in¬ 
ternal damage should it occur. 

Another example of these innova¬ 
tive designs is the riverside develop¬ 
ment at Conyer Quay in Teynham. 
Once again garages and utility stores 
are on the ground floors, while the 
living accommodation is raised above 
the flood risk. There is a danger of 
flooding from the creek, so the main 
ground level is set higher up on the 


quay, which in turn lifts the first floor, 
mitigating the risk of flood damage. 

In conclusion, there is more space 
than we think in Britain to build the 
houses that we need. 

We must start thinking outside the 
box and not write off developable 
land, just because of the technical 
constraints. If anything, this gives ar¬ 
chitects and the construction indus¬ 
try a real opportunity to think inno- 
vatively and really show off what they 
can do. 

With greater creative input from 
architects and building specialists, 
these solutions could very well be the 
answer to the housing crisis. By being 
at the forefront of future designs and 
technologies, we can ensure sensible 
and safe development on previously 
‘at-risk’ areas. 

■ What do you think about build¬ 
ing on flood areas? Why not share 
your views and join the debate? 
Write to us by email at editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk or write to: The 
Editor, KoS, Kent House, 81 Sta¬ 
tion Road, Ashford, TN23 IPP. 
WeTl print some of the best on 
our letters page. 
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www.pure-garden.co.uk 
01303 766290 



HOT TUBS 


CHEMICALS 


Great range of Pools, Hot Tubs, Swim Spas, Inflatable Spas, Chemicals and Accessories Available 



A wide range of fully guaranteed 
metal, plastic & treated timber sheds 
and outdoor storage. 

Playhouses to summerhouses 
Garages to gazebos. 

We can supply, deliver and install. 


OUR BRANDS 

Yardmaster, Forest Garden, Rowlinson 
Duramax, Takubo, Canberra, Biohort, 
Lotus, Lifetime & More 


FSC® Chain of Custody Certification 


Pop in & browse our displays - our friendly, helpful team are here to advise. Based in Hawkinge 


22 Week ending April 30, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 

















Unit M, Forge Meadow, 9 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge, Folkestone CT18 7JA (Behind White Horse Inn) 


www.pure-garden.co.uk 
01303 766290 


MAKE YOUR 
GARDEN A 
FEATURE 

We're excited to bring 
you our 2017 range. 
Hand crafted fire balls, 
Barbeques, planters and 
helicopter chairs, no 
matter if your cooking, 
planting, playing or 
relaxing we want to 
help you create your 
perfect space. 
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With a wide range of garden furniture from traditional to modern, whether you are looking to 
lounge, dine or sit out with drinks we have something for every occasion. 


COME IN AND SEE FOR THE LATEST OFFERS 




m 


























Blood scandal 
saga’s twist as 
MP highlights 
the ^cover-up’ 


Theresa May compounds anger of blood 
contamination scandal victims as she 
once again rules out inquiry, while Andy 
Burnham raps out a stark ultimateum 


T heresa May has again 
refused to commit to a 
Hillsborough-style inquiry 
into the NHS contaminated 
blood scandal, which was 
described this week as a “criminal 
cover-up on an industrial scale”. 

Hundreds of deaths have been 
linked to the scandal in which 
haemophiliacs and others were 
infected with hepatitis C and HIV 
from blood products during the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

Among the victims were a number 
from Kent - including Ramsgate’s Lee 


By Chris Britcher 

Chris.britcher(5)archant.co.uk 


Stay, who contracted both HIV and 
hepatitis C, and Broadstairs’ Steve 
Dymond who was infected with 
hepatitis C. 

Eormer Labour health secretary 
Andy Burnham said victims were 
used as “guinea pigs” and subjected 
to “slurs and smears” via falsified 
medical records. 

Others had tests carried out 
without their knowledge or consent, 
with the results withheld “for decades 



DENIED: Prime minister Theresa May once again rules out an inquiry 


Picture: PA 


in some cases” even when they 
revealed positive results. 

One case he mentioned involved a 
boy who was infected aged just eight 
at Maidstone Hospital in 1978 - but 
only told he was infected in 2013. 

Mr Burnham said it had also been 
suggested that the withholding of 


results led to infections being passed 
on to people living with the victims. 

Speaking in the Commons on 
Tuesday, Mr Burnham said he would 
pass his information to the police if the 
next government does not launch a 
public inquiry before the summer recess. 

He told MPs: “I want to refocus 


everybody on giving victims what 
they never had - the truth. Prom what 
I know I believe this scandal amounts 
to a criminal cover-up on an 
industrial scale.” 

Mr Burnham, who is standing 
down as an MP and is favourite to be 
elected mayor of Greater Manchester 
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Imagine getting away to the sandy coast whenever you like, with no need to queue, book or 
even pack!, Relaxing by our well stocked fishing lake, enjoying a game of onsite cra 2 y golf 
with perfect patio area over looking as the children play. These must see caravans can be 
pitched on a pitch of your choice, so you can take full advantage of an amazing park, either 
in a quieter location or somewhere close to our fabulous facilities. Open 7 days a week. 


Easter Weekend 

This Saturday & Sunday 

FAMILY CARAVAN EXHIBITION 

BBQ • Live Music • Egg Hunts 

A Great Family Day Out! 

Full use of the park on appointment 





II 


Half Price 
Site Fees 


or 




Free PS4 & 
FIFA 2017 




For more information call us on: 01797 369340 
or visit www.park-resorts/own-rom 


Romney Sands Holiday Park, The Parade 


Greatstone, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8RN 


Prices vary between models and Park Resorts parks. Subject to Availability. 
Images are for illustrative purposes. All prices include VAT. 

Finance is subject to status and deposit criteria, written details upon request. 
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Creating Amazing Memories 






L 


Your local wine 


cr spirit specialist 


16 Burgate, Canterbury, Kent CTI 2I1G 
www.jeevesandjohnson.com • 01227 472699 


Jeeves & Johnson Emporium 
not only has great gifts for food 
lovers and drink connoisseurs. 
Whether you’re having pizza, 
pasta, Sunday dinner or BBCL 
we have the wines to match 
the meal or occasion. 

Come and visit 
our shop today! 
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SCANDAL: Left; Andy Burnham. Right; Lee Stay and Steve Dymond Pictures: PA & STEVE BARTRAM 


next month, said he had been given 
“direct evidence” of attempts to hide 
“criminal acts”. 

He cited three cases including that 
of six-year-old Stuart. The MP said: 
“When Stuart was six years old, he 
was sent by Maidstone Hospital to the 
Lewisham and Oxford haemophilia 
centres to have tests to see whether 
he had haemophilia. When he was 
seven, they wrote back and said that 
all the tests were normal and that he 
did not have a bleeding problem. 
When he was eight, he attended 
Maidstone Hospital with a swollen 
knee — nothing more. It was not life 
threatening, and he had no bleeding 
problem associated with it. 

“Then, with no warning to Stuart 
or his parents, Maidstone Hospital 
treated him with 12 transfusions of 
contaminated blood products over 
three days. According to his medical 
records later, that should not have 
happened. Then, in 1986, the 
hospital, unbeknownst to Stuart, 
carried out an HIV and a hepatitis B 
test on him. He was never tested for 
hepatitis C, even though his records 
show that a test was available at the 
time. He was not tested in 1989 or 
called back as other tests became 
available. He has all his medical 
records, but one thing is missing; the 
batch numbers for the contaminated 
blood products. 

“Stuart was eventually told he had 
a hepatitis C infection in — listen to 
this, madam deputy speaker — 
January 2013. He was also told that it 
was too late for him to pursue a court 
case, despite the fact that legal experts 
said that what had happened to him 
was negligent and he firmly believes 
there has been a cover-up.” 

He also spoke of Ken Bullock, who 


died in 1998, and whose widow said 
his diagnosis of hepatitis had been 
changed to being a clinical alcoholic 
in 1983. 

Mr Bullock’s medical notes, read to 
the Commons, had changed and 
appeared to show any mention of blood 
products stopped “very suddenly”, with 
hospital records then referring only to 
“alcoholic damage to the liver”. 

The moderate drinker was possibly 
refused a liver transplant based on 
his falsified medical records saying he 
was an alcoholic, Mr Burnham said. 

He said there is a “very disturbing 
echo” with Hillsborough, in that 
victims of negligence by the state 
were “suddenly the victims of smears 
perpetrated by those working on 
behalf of public bodies, particularly 
smears related to alcohol, to suggest 
the disease that afflicted Mr Bullock’s 
liver was self-inflicted”. 


The MP highlighted a 1975 letter 
from Stanford University’s medical 
centre to the then UK government- 
owned blood products laboratory 
that warned of blood products 
coming on to the market “from skid 
row derelicts”. 

Another letter sent in 1982 from 
the Oxford Haemophilia Centre to all 
haemophilia centre directors in 
England raised concerns about the 
effectiveness of testing blood for 
“infectivity” on chimpanzees. 

Commenting on the letter, Mr 
Burnham said: “In other words, let’s 
find out if there’s ‘infectivity’, in their 
words, in these products by using 
patients as guinea pigs. 

“If the newly elected government 
after the general election fails to set 
up the process I’ve described, I will 
refer my dossier of cases to the police, 
and I will request a criminal 


investigation into these shameful 
acts of cover-up against innocent 
people,” he added. 

Health minister Nicola Blackwood 
resisted calls for a fresh inquiry, 
highlighting the previous release of 
thousands of government papers, two 
official reviews and statements to the 
Commons. 

“The government does believe, at 
this point, that setting up a panel 
would detract from the work that we 
are doing to support sufferers and 
their families, without providing any 
tangible benefit,” she said. 

However, Ms Blackwood did ask Mr 
Burnham to submit his dossier of 
evidence to health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt, and refer any allegations of 
criminality to the police. 

When quizzed by Labour MP 
George Howarth at Prime Minister’s 
Questions on Wednesday, Mrs May 


refused to commit to including such 
an inquiry in the Conservative 
manifesto. 

“Last July we committed £12 5m of 
extra funding for those affected by 
the contaminated blood tragedy of 
the ‘70s and ‘80s and that’s more 
than any previous government has 
provided,” she said. 

“We published some proposed 
reforms last year, we’re now 
consulting on a new measure to 
allow people affected to benefit from 
higher annual payments, but I can 
reassure everybody that everyone 
will receive at a minimum what they 
receive now as a result of the proposed 
changes and the Department of 
Health will respond to the 
consultation in due course.” 

The responses left Kent victim 
Steve Dymond, 60, fuming. He told 
KoS: “The contempt and disdain from 
the Department of Health was 
blindingly obvious as the junior 
minister couldn’t even bring herself 
to address the questions asked of her 
nor muster the decency to read out 
her brief with the slightest sincerity 
or understanding. 

“These serious criminal charges, 
long known to the haemophilac 
victims of the scandal over more than 
30 years of a heartwrenchingly and 
seemingly interminable saga, have 
now prompted Andy Burnham to 
issue an ultimatum. It is however far 
too late for the 2,500 dead 
haemophiliacs poisoned and then 
betrayed by the very bodies who swore 
solemnly to protect them. The debate 
made me stare yet again into the 
heart of darkness, realising I had 
been betrayed - deliberately and 
illegally treated with contaminated 
blood products.” 


GIRLINGS 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 0649 999 

or email us at personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 



La Villetta 

Rostd uronl 


An independent A la carte Italian restaurant in the heart of Maidstone 

Wine pairing night & iive music throughout the year 

8 Pudding Lane, Maidstone, ME14 1LN 
www.lavilletta.co.uk 

01622 673 759 
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Queues for Record Store Day 
underline vinyFs comeback 


O NCE upon a time, no 
young person’s trip into a 
town centre was com¬ 
plete without checking 
out the local record shops 
- and there were always plenty of 
choices. 

From the chains like Our Price, 
HMV and Virgin to the independents 
or sold within the likes of Boots, 
Woolworths and WHSmiths, wher- 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL(S)kosmedia.co.uk 


ever you turned you could be sure to 
find someone, somewhere, selling 
those enticing slabs of jet black vinyl. 

Whether it was the pocket-money 
friendly seven-inch single, the 12- 
inch remix, or the full album, you 
could pick your version and be listen¬ 


ing to it by the time you’d got home, 
slipped it out of the dust cover and 
lined up the stylus to drop into that 
intro groove on your turntable. 

When tapes took hold, we swapped 
to the more car and Walkman friend¬ 
ly format. And when CDs promised us 
a lifetime of perfect sonic quality, well 
we quickly started to forget about 
those pieces of plastic lining our 
bookshelves. 

But, oddly, when our consumption 
of music became so advanced we car¬ 
ry the ability to access literally mil¬ 
lions of full albums on our smart 
phones courtesy of the likes of 
streaming services Spotify, Apple and 
Tidal, we started to yearn for some¬ 
thing physical again. 

And slowly but surely, back from 
the dead, came the vinyl record. 

It is still a very long way from its 
hey-day, but it has recovered suffi¬ 
ciently to no longer be on life-support. 

Last weekend that revival could be 
seen by the queues stretching outside 
the handful of record stores which 
still exist or, as is often the case, have 
opened to capitalise on the combina¬ 
tion of cheap town centre retail space 
and a customer base which wants to 
experience the sheer retro delight of 
flipping through vinyl sleeves in the 
hunt for an old favourite. 

Record Store Day has become an 


important date on the calendar for 
music fans. Designed to lure shoppers 
back into bricks and mortar stores, 
there are now a host of exclusive re¬ 
leases unleashed only from partici¬ 
pating shops. After all, there’s few 
words in the English language more 
likely to get a music fan paying atten¬ 
tion than ‘limited edition’ or ‘picture 
disc’. 

So they descended on town centre 
shops to snap up a collectible treat. 
And as easy as it would be to assume 
it’s the 40-plus brigade reliving their 
youth, those flocking are often new¬ 
comers to the format. 

Independent record store Bside the 
Cside in Herne Bay has been run for 
almost four years by Oz Eastman and 
wife Chris and saw the first person in 
the queue at Sam. By the time it 
opened for business, around 40 peo¬ 
ple were eager to get in. 

Mr Eastman said: “We sold about 
300 records on Saturday. The aver¬ 
age age of customers here is in their 
20s who are poring over the vinyl. 
The older ones are looking at the 5Op 
CDs. 

“I did think vinyl was going to be a 
fad that quickly vanished, but I am 
not thinking that any more. 

“Sales keeping rising year on year, 
which is excellent news. The young¬ 
sters like the idea of something physi¬ 



HITS : For many the sight of vinyl is 


cal in their hands and all the artwork 
that comes with a proper sleeve. 

“As for prices, when you think an 
LP in the early 1970s was around £5, 
the price today is pretty comparable. I 
think we will see vinyl in shops for 
years to come, there is no better way 
of listening to music.” 



POPULAR:RecordStoreinAshfordonRSD2017, Picture: CHRIS FARRELL 
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BDL GAS SERVICES 




01634 232048 | 9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 18YRS 

AT T. YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
• Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 

• All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 



Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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Phil Jessop has run Medway Record 
Centre in Canterbury Street, Gilling¬ 
ham, for 22 years. He has seen the 
rollercoaster ride the format has been 
on and found the shift fascinating to 
observe first hand. 

He told us: “We have seen the pop¬ 
ularity of vinyl soaring when I start¬ 


ed in this business, go through a 
slump and is now making a great 
comeback. 

“Over the past couple of years 
alone, I have seen sales of records 
more than double, and as this stage, I 
don’t see that demand slipping. 

“A new vinyl record is about £20 


and that price falls as the record 
goes down the chart. Perhaps 
prices will come down if there is 
still a demand, and we have heard 
some record companies are thinking 
about starting up the presses once 
again in this country. Right 
now, they are mostly made at plants 


in Europe, but that could change.” 

At The Record Store, at Park Mall, 
Ashford, boss Vince Monticelli has 
seen his store grow as a result of de¬ 
mand. He explained: “We were in a 
small starter unit, but sales have 
been so good, we are now in what you 
would call a proper shop. 

“People love their vinyl and we now 
have a much bigger stockroom. 
Record Store Day is always good for 
us with plenty of people coming to 
boost their collections. There were 
queues outside, so it shows how popu¬ 
lar these records are getting these 
days. 

“We had very quickly established 
there was definitely a requirement for 
a good vinyl store in the area, and ex¬ 
pansion was an obvious step. Record 
Shop Day is always a monster for us.” 

Last year saw a 2 5-year high in 
sales of vinyl. 

In fact, the UK saw some 3.2 mil¬ 
lion sold over the year, said the British 
Phonograph Industry. 

The BPI also says music consump¬ 
tion was up 1.5 per cent to 123 mil¬ 
lion albums, but to counter that, dig¬ 
ital streams totalled an astonishing 
45 billion, up 68 per cent. 

With a vinyl album costing £20 
and a subscription to say, Spotify 
costing a shade under £10 a month, it 
is perhaps little wonder which plat¬ 
form is winning the race. 

Geoff Taylor, chief executive of the 
BPI said: “Growth in UK music con¬ 
sumption in 2016 was fuelled by the 
explosive rise in audio streaming, 
which has increased 500 per cent 
since 2013, and relative resilience 
from physical formats. 

“Led by sales of David Bowie, de¬ 
mand for vinyl jumped to levels not 
seen since the start of the 1990s, and 


TOP 10 VINYL 
ALBUM SALES OF 
LAST YEAR 


1 ) David Bowie Blackstar 

2 ) Amy Winehouse Back To 
Black 

3 ) Various Artists Guardians of 
the Galaxy Mix 1 

4 ) Radiohead A Moon Shaped 
Pool 

5 ) Fleetwood Mac Rumours 

6 ) The Stone Roses Stone Roses 

7 ) Bob Marley Legend 

8 ) The Beatles Sgt Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Glub Band 

9 ) Prince Purple Rain 

10 ) Nirvana Nevermind 


fans also bought and collected music 
on CD that they are discovering and 
enjoying through streaming services 
in ever larger numbers. 

“We believe this performance is in¬ 
dicative of the promise of a new era 
for music, where recorded music’s in¬ 
vestments in a digital future fuel 
compelling benefits for fans, artists 
and the entire music ecosystem.” 

Ten years ago saw the lowest ever 
sales of vinyl at a mere 200,000. 

The BPI said: “The demand for vi¬ 
nyl illustrates the enduring appeal of 
music on physical formats, particu¬ 
larly in a multi-channel world where 
some consumers like to discover and 
enjoy new music and established rep¬ 
ertoire through streaming, but are 
also tempted to buy, own and collect 
the recordings they love on LP and on 
CD.” 



Altered states 

Bespoke Range 


nd 


/alteredstatestl 


Business - Occasions - Suits & Shirts 

Wedding Suits • Wedding Dress Aeterations 
Bespoke Suits, Made to Measure, Alterations & Repairs 

Lakeside: 0 I 708 802 444 • Bluewater: 0 I 322 38 38 7 I • Wood Green: 0208 888 8198 
Level 2, Brompton Walk, Lakeside • Bluewater, Greenhithe, DA9 9SE • I 14 Myddleton Road, Wood Green, N22 8NQ 

www.alteredstates.org.uk 
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HOMES & GARDENS 




27th, 28th & 29th May 2017 


Show open 9.30am - 5pm 

Over 300 exhibitors! 

Adults £8.00 - Seniors £7.00 
Children FREE - Sorry No Dogs 


The Kent Showground, Detling, Maidstone ME14 3JF M20 Junction 7 or M2 Junction 5 


A wide selection of Plants, Sundries, Stunning Floral Displays (some are Chelsea and 
Hampton Court medal winners). Feature Gardens, Expert Forums, Demonstrations, 
Crafts, Food Hall, QuizTime, Brass Band, Children’s Rides, Catering etc.... 

Stands inside & ouside - Tickets available on the gate 

vwvw.KentGardenShow.com - InfoLine (01795) 747660 




Acfummm and aquatic acc€&sonie& I 

For all your Aquatic needs: 

• Marine • Tropical • Coldwater • Ponds^^^^^^L^H 
•Aquariums • Pond Plants • Glass Fibre Ponds ^ 

• Pumps • Liners and much more I 

Also now available 

• Chicken Coops • Rabbit/Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 

We specialise in providing many types ^ 

of marine, pond, cold water and tropical fish to ^ 
fill your aquarium, as well as fish tanks to help ^ 

you grow your collection. ^ 


www.littlefishshop.co.uk | 42 London Road | Teynham | ME9 9QN | 01795 520023 | www.littlefishshop.co.uk 

Open Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 10-4 
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REND 

transformations 


trend-transformations.co.uk 


Fall in love 
with your 
kitchen all 
over asain 


Dreams don't last forever, so why wait any longer? Re-spark the romance with a kitchen makeover 
that goes further than you ever thought possible. Genuine guartz, granite, porcelain and recycled glass 
worksurfaces, replacement doors, floors and more fitted so guickly and easily it will make your heart flutter. 


H No demolition or removal 

The original 'top that fits on top' solution. 
Bespoke design, hand-made off-site for 
a dust-free, fuss-free finish. 



Professionally fitted in just 1 day 

Every installation personally managed by 
our own trained teams and fitted in a flash, 
After all, you've waited long enough, 
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Fiberfix - Various Sizes 

- Combines the strength of an epoxy with the ease 
of a tape 

- Dip it in water to activate the resin and then wrap 
it just like tape 

- 2-5 minutes to harden and when you fix it, you 
Fix It for Good 

-Waterproof, heat and cold resistant 


/Fixingswarehouse 


Ashford: TN240HB Charing: TN270NL Aylesford: ME20 7BT 

® www.fixingswarehouse.co.uk | ^ 0870 760 6378 | Store Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 6:45dni - 6pm Sat: Sam - 5pm 



www.charingcarpets.co.uk 


We value customer satisfaction. 

With a huge range of wool & manmade carpels, both quirky & minimalistic, solid & engineered 


wood in innovative patterns & natural grains, the possihihties are endless at Carpets Direct. 
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Feel the quality for yourself at 
Deal Market every Saturday 

from 7.30am - 2.00pm 
Union Road Car Park, 

Deal, CT14 6EA 


Tel: 01843 594454 


For Beautiful Solid Teak Garden Furniture 


Tables I Chairs I Benches I Loungers I Companion Seats 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Mansion Road, Margate CT9 4LT 

yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yalioo.co.uk 

Find us between Margate Cemetery and the Spitfire Museum @ Kent Int. Airport 

• Blossom and fruiting Trees 

• New seasons shrubs • Roses 

• Groundcover and Cottage Garden Plants 

• Herbs 

• Seasonal Bedding £2.00 per tray 
• Plants for Baskets and Tubs £1.50 each 
Summer Baskets available bom the end of JV^y 
Basket filling service 
bring your baskets to us now 
to make and grow on - collect 
them at the end of May 

Opening hours 


Mon - Sat 9-5 Sun 10-4 


. I , Kent Garden 
Kin Furniture 


www.kentgardenfurniture.co.uk 


Perfect for any outdoor setting 
Minimal maintenance, lasts for years 
Sustainably sourced A Grade Teak 
Friendly, knowledgeable local company 


ANDYGRAHAM 

BUILDER 


30 years experience 

Brickwork - Garden Walls, 
Patios, Renovations, 
Pointing - All types 
undertaken 
Mathematical Tiling - The 
smart alternative to cladding 
General Building 
T 07522 232390 E andyg5446@gmail.com 




CARROLL CARPE1WL00RING 

• WOODEN FLOORING • LUXURYVINYLTILES 

• LAMINATE FLOORING •VINYL FLOORING 


i ESTIMATES 


FREEPHONE 0800 317452 

11-13 STATION RD SWANLEY BR8 8ES 


fu>0Uf^ 

ONE-STOP' 

FLOORING 

SHOP 


SPEAK TO AN 
EXPERT - NOT JUST 
A SALESMAN! 


Teh 01966 611665 
Tek 610H6 656516 
I E: niBrc.milcalOhot'niBiicam 


k FULL HEATING SYSTEMS ^^ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 
t BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

t BATHROOMS f FREE ESTIMATES 
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BardeningESorld[|imited 


Tel: 

01795 841199 


GARDEN CENTRE 


Open 7 days a week 
Mon - Sat 9-5 
Sun 10-4 


www.garcleningworlcllimited.co.uk 

Come and find us: Just off the A2 (Rainham side) Newington, Nr Sittingbourne ME9 7SZ 



We are a large centre 
stocking a huge 
range of 
excellent quality 
garden plants: 
Bedding Plants, 
Roses, Perennials, 
Herbs, Specimen 
Trees and Shrubs, 
Grasses, Palms, 
Young Trees and 
Shrubs, Bamboos, 
Climbing Plants, 
Hanging Baskets 




Senior Citizens can claim 10% off 
their plants MONDAY to FRIDAY (but not weekends) 

TRADE DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILADLE 



Daisy Chain Tearoom 
Open 

10am to 4pm DAILY 
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UP TO 4 YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT AND FREE LOCAL DELIVERT* 

* on purchases over £500, subject to terms and conditions. ** Local delivery within a 25 mile radius of Canterbury. 



BRAMBLECREST Oakbridge Double Cocoon 
includes season proof fawn seat and back cushions 
rrp £589 EROM STOCK £449 




BRAMBLECREST Rio 140 Dining Set 
with 3m parasol, concrete base and fawn cushions 
rrp £986 FROM STOCK £739 
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www.fenwick.co.uk 
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Weekend 


,^^rniture 

Lishtins 

O fiaitreO 


Large Selection of Lighting, 
Indoor & Garden Furniture 


FREE delivery 

when you spend 
over £150 


Ayuftiiture 




Tonbridge 

Next to Tonbridge 
Fire Station 
420 - 422 Vale Road 
TN91SW 
01732 363583 


Tunbridge Wells 

Near Topps Tiles 
North Farm Ind Estate 
Longfield Road 
TN2 3BF 
01892 527647 


Open 7 Days per week with free parking 

www.lighting-centres.co.uk 
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We don't just sell paving... 

We can supply you with all you need to 
landscape your garden. We stock sleepers, 
aggregates, decking, fencing, ready-mix 
concrete, building materials and more! 
Visit us to see for yourself! 


WE SUPPLIED THIS I 



Trade & Retail: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm. All-day Saturday 
Sarena House, Bredgar Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 GPL 

Telephone: 01634 366040 [ 

www.mitchambuildersmerchant.co.uk 


ni^ 


Mitcham Building 
Supplies 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alteraltions, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 07889 895394 



Man & Van 

Local, National, European 

Part Loads & Single Items 

Collections and Deliveries 

Including Collection of EBAY items 

Student & Office Moves 

House Clearances & Domestic Cleaning 

CRB Checked 

Fully Insured & Licensed Waste Carrier 




I DO! 


DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 




APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
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Steve will be greeting 
customers between 
6:30pm & 7:30pm 


Saturday Evening ' 
Here at Beacon Ma 


Players to arrive before 6pm. \ “ f 

If you’re not a member you can join up on ^e night. 

Early Bingo Games are played at 6:15pm to ensure 
everyone is “in their seats” for Steve’s entrance. 

The venue is open to all 18+ but photo ID need^to be 
produced if under 25 and visiting for the first tinro. 


Redeemable off your Evening Session 

(Early & Main Games will cost £5 with Admission 
Ticket discount, £2 extra to play Late Game) 


Beacon Bingo, 36-42 Marine Terrace, Margate, CT9 1XJ 


Tel: 01843 297308 




bInQO 




a' 

KB_ 

- 

- 

PLAYONLIKE & BEAKYBING0.COM 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

eciitorial@kosmeciia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

Follow us @KOSMeciia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


COLOURFUL: Show’s message continues to inspire audiences explains performer Layton Williams as he heads to Assembly Hall Theatre 
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Dioneerinn show returns 


Emily King speaks to a star of the show heading into Tunbridge Wells in May 


O NE of the stars of award¬ 
winning musical Rent 
says that even 20 years 
on, the show continues 
to help those in the au¬ 
dience struggling with their own 
lives. 

The musical depicts the lives of 
several young artists and their 
struggles with sexuality, drugs, 
paying their rent, and life under the 
shadow of AIDS. It takes place in 
the East Village of New York City 
from 1989 to 1990. 

And it comes to Tunbridge Wells 
for a string of shows at the Assem¬ 
bly Hall Theatre at the end of May. 

Layton Williams plays Angel, a 
cross-dressing street drummer in 
the production. 

He explained: “I just think it’s got 
something for everyone. There’s so 
many aspects that are big topics, 
such as coming to terms with our 


sexualities, as well as trying to 
build a career. 

“I think a lot of people will watch 
the performance and it will help 
them deal with whatever they’re 
going through in their own 
personal lives. 

“As actors, the cast understand 
that the story is so powerful; it’s 
definitely a message we want to 
carry on.” 

And he says he got first hand 
experience of what it must have 
been like for those depicted in the 
performance as he rehearsed for 
the show. 

He explained: “One time I was in 
rehearsals in full drag, and needed to 
go out to get something to eat, so 
decided to just stay in costume to go. 

“So many people starred at me, 
and it just made me realise how 
that would happen all the time if I 
did dress like this in my regular 


life. It was crazy, and a bit uncom¬ 
fortable.” 

The perfomer, who says he has 
taken part in dance workshops at 
Kent College in the past, says he’s 
“really looking forward to coming 
back” to the county. 

He added: “I love Kent, it’s a 
really nice area of the country. Plus 
because I live in London, it means I 
don’t have to tour, I can just 
commute from home. It’s quite nice 
to be at home - touring can get 
very crazy.” 

The musical is based on Puccini’s 
classic opera La Boheme and fea¬ 
tures music and lyrics by Jonathan 
Larson including the much-loved 
songs Seasons of Love, Take Me or 
Leave Me and La Vie Boheme. 

In 1996 it started a 12-year run 
on Broadway which saw it win four 
Tony Awards and the prestigious 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 


Since then it has toured exten¬ 
sively around the world, with both 
a US tour celebrating its 20th anni¬ 
versary, and this, a UK leg of a pro¬ 
duction which continues to delight 
audiences. 

“Angel is a fantastic character to 
play,” says Layton. “I like the fact 
that some people call Angel a girl, 
and others a boy. Angel’s a he or 
she, anything goes. 

“She’s a hard-hitting character, 
who deals with a lot, such as HIV. 

“I was very attracted to playing 
the character. I’d seen my friend 
perform in Rent before, and knew I 
needed to play Angel if I ever got 
the chance. When the opportunity 
came up, I jumped at taking it.” 

The show is coming to Tun¬ 
bridge Wells’ Assembly Hall from 
May 23-27. 

Eor tickets, on sale now, visit 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 
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All YEAR RHURD! 
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FLIGHTS FROM 
MANY UK AIRPORTS 


WGS@I I ho I icl9ys.com 

wesellholidays.com is a trading associate of Ferris Holidays 

FOR MORE DETAILS TEL: 01443 844222 



38 Week ending April 30, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 











All rise: Costa's back on stage in 
Ruth Rendell murder mystery 


H e’s played in front of 
thousands of scream¬ 
ing fans in one of Brit¬ 
ain’s biggest boy bands 
- now Blue star Antony 
Costa is hitting the stage again in 
thriller A Judgement in Stone. 

The 35-year-old is the star of the 
Bill Kenwright production which is 
currently touring the UK and 
comes to both Dartford and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells theatres this year. 

Based on the thriller by crime 
writer Ruth Rendell it is set to keep 
audiences on the edge of their seats - 
some way from when they used to be 
up and dancing on them when Costa 
was part of Blue in their hey-day. 

He explained to KoS: “Concerts 
have great audiences who are there 
to see you and the band, but thea¬ 
tre audiences are different because 
they’re there to see the show, and 
not you per se. 

“But this show has everything. 

“I read the book before starring 
in my role, and was absolutely 
gripped from the start. The sto¬ 
ryline is great, it’s got everything 
in terms of psychology to why the 
murders took place.” 

A Judgement in Stone follows 
housekeeper Eunice, who struggles 
to fit in when she joins a wealthy 
family. But the very reason for her 


By Emily King 

enniLy.king(a)archant.co.uk 


awkwardness, long hidden and 
deeply buried, leads to a tale of 
murder in cold blood - on Valen¬ 
tine’s Day. 

The plot unravels deceit, despair 
and cover-ups which, when re¬ 
vealed, brings a shocking revela¬ 
tion. 

Adds Costa: “I worked with Bill 
in Blood Brothers, and it’s been re¬ 
ally great to work with him again. 
When he phoned me and offered 
me this role I was overwhelmed 
that I was going to be doing a play.” 

Costa is certainly no stranger to 
acting having set out pursuing a 
career in drama as a child - secur¬ 
ing parts in the likes of long-run¬ 
ning BBC school show Grange Hill 
and Stephen Moffat sitcom Chalk - 
before forming Blue with Duncan 
James, Simon Webbe and 
Chatham-born Lee Ryan. 

He admits: “I’d never say never to 
doing more music in the future.” 

A Judgement in Stone is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly Hall from 
May 15-20, and Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre from September 25-30. 

Eor tickets visit assemblyhallthe- 
atre.co.uk or orchardtheatre.co.uk 


STAR: From Blue to a starring role in A Judgement in Stone - Antony 
Costa Picture: Image 1st 



Artists keep it in the family 


ARTISTS Mick Cairns and his 
daughter Sally-Ann Bullock 
host their first art exhibition at 
York Street Gallery in Ram¬ 
sgate until May 3. 

It features everything from 
local scenes to elephants. 



Escape room's horror twist 


A HORROR-themed escape game has opened 
at Bluewater - the latest in a growing number 
in the county. 

Trapped Down South has two rooms - Jig¬ 
saw and Cabin Fever - for up to six players in 
each. Due to their nature, it is not considered 
suitable for the under 12s. 


Travellin' Light's variety 


VARIETY show Travellin’ Light 
rolls into Sheppey Little Theatre 
on May 6 courtesy of the 
Newington Concert Party. 

The show starts at 7,30pm 
and tickets cost £6 - all 
available from Sheppey Glass. 



Experience a Mix-up show 

TRIBUTE acts seem to get younger every day - 
and now there’s one for current pop favourites 
Little Mix. 

The Little Mix Experience features all the 
moves and costumes of the star group - and all 
the hits. It’s at Margate Winter Gardens on 
August 26. 




Outside barbecue area, 
hog roast also available 


Fishing facilities from our garden 

includes lunch a beer/drink ^ -j i\f\ 
and all day fishing - 1 - W • w vr 

Food served all day and a Sunday roast available 

All football showing 
ifex Sport SM/ SPORTS 

See our new website for more information on our lovely pub 

www.thegeorgeyalding.co.uk 


01622 814376 

The George Yalding Benover Road, Yalding, Maidstone, Kent ME18 6EJ 


Atmospheric family 
friendly pub, outside 
events including a 
great garden for many 
uses including new 
fishing facilities and 
live music. 






mmm 


Earlybird 


entry 






The family warmly 

welcome you to 




Geoj 


YALDING 


Sign up today 

www.pilgrimshospices.org/colourrun 

01843 233934 karen.kenward@pilgrimshospices.org 


*Entry just £16 before 7 May. On the day £20. Children under 11: £1 0. 
Entry includes white tshirt, paint sachet, glasses and supporter's medal 

Proudly supported by 
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Paw Patrol scamper in 

CHILDREN'S TV favourites, 

Chase and Marshall from Paw 
Patrol, will visit Kent Life 
Heritage Farm Park in San- 
dling, near Maidstone on May 
14 and make personal appear¬ 
ances throughout the day. 



Dexy's star hits the decks 


KEVIN Rowland will be spinning the discs 
with a special DJ set at Ramsgate Music Hall 
next month. 

The Dexy’s Midnight Runners star will be 
performing as part of the popular venue’s DJ 
Legends series on May 27. Tickets are £15 
from ramsgatemusichall.com. 


Des O'Connor on stage 


DES O’Connor will be celebrat¬ 
ing his long stage and screen 
career at Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre on May 22. 

It will look back at his career 
as a chat show host, singer and 
comic. Tickets on sale now. 



Get your 80s gear on 

PREFER your music from back in the Eighties? 
Then a night out at Tunbridge Wells’ The Forum 
could be for you. 

On Saturday, May 20 it hosts Back to the 80s 
- a night of non-stop hits from DJs devoted to the 
legendary decade. Tickets £5 available from 
twforum.co.uk 


Aled Jones walking in 
the air again as host 



By Chris Britcher 

Chris.britcher(5)archant.co.uk 


TV, radio presenter and former boy 
soprano Aled Jones has been 
confirmed as the host this summer 
of the Leeds Castle Classical 
Concert - one of the county’s most 
eagerly anticipated summer 
events. 

The 46-year-old was one of the 
star turns at the event last year, 
and will return for the second year 
running on Saturday July 8. 

The line-up this year includes the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
conducted by John Rigby, singers 
the Patriot Girls - who will perform 
as part of a Battle of Britain themed 
musical celebration to perform old 
favourites like White Cliffs of Dover, 
Long way to Tipperary, Pack up 
your Troubles and We’ll Meet 
Again - soprano Katie Bird and 
tenor Anthony Flaum. 

In addition, crowds will witness 
a display by a 1940’s Spitfire as 
part of the flag-waving spectacle. 

As ever, the event will end with 
a dramatic fireworks finale. 

Event director Richard Millward 
said said: “We are so very pleased 
to have Aled Jones return for a 


second year. He will be acting 
more as the event host this year, 
interacting with the performers on 
stage and with the audience. Who 
better to have as the host of the 
many parties that take place on 
classical concert night. 

The presenter, who hosts 
Weekend on ITV every Saturday 
and Sunday morning and the BBC 
daytime show Going Back, Giving 
Back, as well as his own show on 
commercial radio station Classic 
FM, said: “I am so looking forward 
to returning. It’s the perfect 


setting for what we all hope will be 
a beautiful summer’s evening.” 

He continues to sing, with last 
year’s albums One Voice and One 
Voice at Christmas both topping 
the UK classical music charts. 

Tickets for the event are on sale 
now with today (Sunday) being 
the last chance to take advantage 
of the April discount rate. 

As of Monday, picnic-style 
tickets will rise from £39 to £42 
and seated from £50 to £52. 

To snap up your ticket visit 
leedscastleconcert.co.uk. 



BACK: The ever popular Aled 
Jones will return in July 



POPULAR: The Patriot Girls will 
get everyone singing along 



www.kentandsussexcottages.co.uk 


P Have you got a revenue stream at the bottom 

our garden? 


Kent K bussex are great places to live and that s why thousands ot people 
look to stay here every year. The holiday market is worth millions annually 
and if you want to tap into it then all you need is what you already have - 
your property. 


KENT & SUSSEX W 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 


Perhaps you have an outbuilding to convert or land suitable for a Shepherd’s Hut? 
Give us a call - we can help you to maximise the return on your investment 
and create the perfect Holiday Let. 


Offices: Cranbrook 01580 720770, Sandwich 01304 619444 
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ts time to net nrunina to rean onn term rewards 


Don’t be shy, says Hannah Stephenson, when it comes to getting your plants ready for the year ahead 


A S SOON as the weather 
warms up a bit, shrubs, 
hedges and trees seem to 
take on a massive 
growth spurt and it’s 
time to wield the secateurs. 

While first-time gardeners may act 
with caution, pruning isn’t actually 
that complicated - the secret is to 
tackle your plants before they become 
straggly and out of shape. 

Pruning properly should give you 
more flowers, fruits and general vig¬ 
our, stripping away old, dead wood 
and diseased branches, allowing sun¬ 
light to the centre of plants to rejuve¬ 
nate them for the season ahead. 

I know some people are worried 
about cutting plants back too much, 
but cut a buddleia back hard down to a 


couple of buds from the ground and 
you’ll see it tower with fresh blooms in 
late summer, while cutting back dog¬ 
wood stems down to the ground will 
reward you with plenty of fresh, bright¬ 
ly-coloured stems the following season. 

So, what should you prune and 
when.^ 

Most evergreens including conifers 
don’t need pruning apart from a sum¬ 
mer shape-up with shears in the spring. 
Slow-growing shrubs such as azaleas 
and hydrangeas also don’t need much 
pruning and should be allowed to keep 
their flower heads in winter, which will 
protect new buds from frost. 

Faster-growing deciduous shrubs 
and trees will need pruning and these 
fall into two general groups: 

Those that flower in spring and early 



SNIP: Grab your secateurs and get 
hands on in your garden 


summer, including forsythia, philadel- 
phus, kerria and weigela: Flowers are 
produced on shoots that grew during 
the previous growing season and 
should be cut back as soon as they have 
finished flowering, to allow new shoots 
to form. Prune them too early, in win¬ 
ter or early spring, and you will cut off 
the flowers for that year. As soon as the 
flowers are over, cut back all the stems 
carrying dead flowers. Follow the stem 
down until you reach a strong bud and 
cut just above the point where it grows 
out on the main branch. 

Those that flower from early sum¬ 
mer onwards, such as buddleia, po- 
tentilla and fuschia: Prune in early 
spring before growth starts, cutting 
back the old wood (which looks dark¬ 
er and rougher) hard to a low bud, to 


boost new growth which will give 
you flowers the same year. 

The general rule is if it flowers be¬ 
fore mid-June, prune it immediately 
after flowering; if it flowers later, 
prune it in late winter or early spring. 

Suckers can be a problem on roses 
and lilac. Remove the basal shoots 
from the base of the bush or tree, usu¬ 
ally below ground, tracing them to 
the point of origin, cutting them off 
close to the main stem. 

Shrubs which are not totally hardy, 
such as Choisya ternata, may have 
been damaged by frost or cold winds 
during the winter and you’ll need to 
cut back the damaged leaves at the 
tips of the shoots to healthy wood, to 
make the plant look better and reduce 
the risk of disease. 


Pop art print exhibition 


Jethro in county town 


ICONIC pop art prints from the 1960s 
and 1970s - including those from Peter 
Blake and Eduardo Paolozzi - will be on 
display at the University of Kent during May 
and June. 

The exhibition is free and open to all at the 
unversity’s Studio 3 Gallery in the Jarman 
Building at the Canterbury campus. 

P is for Pop, P is for Print: A British Phenom¬ 
enon runs from May 18 to June 15. 


COMEDIAN Jethro brings his distinct 
form of humour to Maidstone’s Hazlitt 
Theatre on May 10. 

The star, who has sold over four million 
DVD in a lengthy career, is touring venues as 
part of his The Bull and Bonkers tour. 

The last few tickets for the show, which will 
feature adult humour, are available now via 
the venue’s website parkwoodtheatres.co.uk/ 
Hazlitt-Theatre. 


Last chance for Ruby 

THE final few seats for the visit of Ruby 
Wax to Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly 
Hall Theatre are still available. 

The comedian’s Frazzled show rolls into 
the venue on May 10 - a spin-off of her latest 
best-selling book A Mindfulness Guide for 
the Frazzled. 

To grab one of the few seats left, visit the 
theatre’s website at assemblyhalltheatre. 
co.uk. 


Autism festival takes off 

A FESTIVAL of arts by and for people 
on the autistic spectrum will take place 
at the University of Kent this weekend. 

The Autism Arts Festival at the university’s 
Canterbury campus is believed to be the first 
event of its kind to celebrate autistic creativity. 

As well as a host of comedy and theatre 
acts, there will be films, workshops and 
panel discussions. 

See autismartsfestival.org for details. 






You could foster 


Would you like to make a 
difference in a child’s life, could 
you provide a safe home? 


Supported Fostering Services i^' 
registered charity recruiting in | 
the local area. If you would like- 
to find out more about fostering/ 
visit our website or call us now 
for an informal chat. J 


WWW.FOSTERING.COM 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 


Across 

1. Inflexible (4,3,4) 

9. Tense (7) 

10. Tally (5) 

11. Compel (5) 

12. Ease (7) 

13. Fold (6) 

15. Vinegary (6) 

18. Rival (7) 


20. Of birth (5) 

22. Pursue (5) 

23. Unity (7) 

24. Abstainer (11) 

Down 

2. Player (5) 

3. Stages (7) 

4. Personality (6) 


5. 

Weak (5) 

6. 

Snake (7) 

7. 

Adequacy (11) 

8. 

Unprotected (11) 

14. 

Train (7) 

16. 

Hide (7) 

17. 

Reverential (6) 

19. 

Ward off (5) 

21. 

Topic (5) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. When the curtain 
comes down on a 
dramatic match? 
(5.2,4) 

9. Take out former 
pamphlet (7) 

10. Trout could be taken 
from his coach (5) 

11. Managed half of each 
stock farm (5) 

12. I represent a 
newspaper and will 
make a show (7) 

13. The sort of sea to 
make one go to 
pieces? (6) 

15. Small boy who 
pinches? (6) 

18. Temporary merit in 
reform (7) 

20. One can’t see the 
spectacle without it (5) 

22. Spine of mammoth or 
narwhal (5) 

23. Does he listen to the 
accounts? (7) 

24. Truly recant being 
Macbeth type (5,6) 


Down 

2. A metal displayed 
by learner of dead 
language (5) 

3. Wood gets into broken 
sump in nasty crash 
(5-2) 

4. Leaving healthy in set 
of clothes (6) 

5. Lend to provide food 
and lodging (3,2) 

6. New part of Belgian 
port (7) 

7. Trawler’s takings? 
They’re less than ... 
(3.8) 

8. ... the total amount 
received for sending 
back 12 dozen (5,6) 

14. Exit to the open air? 

(7) 

16. Prisoner? (7) 

17. Collision causes 
one politician to do 
something (6) 

19. Nothing removed 
from fruit in kitchen 
fireplace (5) 

21. Make good progress 
and enjoy excellent 
relationships (3,2) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


SUDOKU 


Writing 

biock 


Piace to 
workout 


Limber 


Biblicai 

garden 


Spotted 

insect 

Samson's 

downfaii 

Beich 

L 


f 


T 




Disagree 






Got up 


*p“ 

Stop 


O'Neai, 
US actor 

Smail 

insect 



f 


L 

f 


T 


Uniocking 


Beionging 
to it 

Famous 

Most ievei 





f 


f 

L 








Definite 

articie 




Affirmative 

response 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


^ Battleships - 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 X Battleship 

2 X Cruiser 

3 X Destroyer 

4 X Submarine 




1 2 1 3 3 1 6 2 1 0 



J 


Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 



3 


9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Grotto 

9. Require 

2. 

Monsieur Cantona? 

10. Entrance 

3. 

Thick paper 

11. Building cover 

4. 

American coin 

12. Amphibian 

5. 

Otherwise 

13. Spur, incite 

6. 

Heroic 

14. Let fall 

7. 

Tranquil 

15. Walkway 

8. 

Principal 

16. Vestibule 

Keyword clue: A type of duck 


Hard Easy 
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TV&lifestyle travel 

Where to see Japan's 
stunning blossom 

Inspired by Japan's amazing cherry blossom, as seen on Friday's Springwatch 
'TV special? Sarah Marshall says it's not too difficult to enjoy ffist-hand for 
ourselves. Here's all the gen 


A ttracting thousands of 

visitors every year, Japan’s 
cherry blossom - or 
Sakura - is always a 
sell-out event, with hotels 
across the country booked even a 
year in advance. Those unable to 
secure ringside seats had the chance 
to participate in Hanami (the 
national tradition of flower¬ 
watching), by tuning into a one-hour 
Springwatch in Japan special on BBC 
Two at the weekend. 

Presenters Chris Packham, 
Michaela Strachan and James Wong 
visited Japan to witness the spectacle, 
learn about the ancient origins of 
Sakura and discover other wildlife 
living in harmony with the blossom. 

Chris went in search of the 
white-eye bird, which appears at this 
time of year, and ethnobotanist 
James visited Mount Yoshino (Pink 
Mountain), where 30,000 trees become 


a focus for Sakura-seeking tourists. 

Inspired to book a trip next year? 
Here are the essentials you need to 
know: 

The Japanese have been admiring 
the blossoms since the 8th Century, 
enjoying picnics below trees and 
reciting poems in their honour 

The first blooms start in the south, 
eventually reaching the north of the 
archipelago. Progress can be 
monitored through the Cherry 
Blossom Forecast and the season is 
declared open when at least five 
flowers have opened on a sample tree. 
Visit sakura.weathermap.jp 

Timings differ each year, but in 
general the blossoms appear in 
Okinawa in January, moving to 
Tokyo in late March and Hokkaido in 
early May 

Combine a Sakura trip with a city 
break in Tokyo. Trees have been 
specially planted in many public 


areas. There are more than 1,000 
blossoms in Ueno Park, where you’ll 
also find some of the city’s best 
museums 

One of the most scenic locations is 
ancient capital Kyoto, particularly 
Maruyama Park. But expect big 
crowds 

Mount Yoshino is largely regarded 
as Japan’s best cherry blossom 
location. The UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in the Nara prefecture, 
73km from Kyoto, is also a sacred 
place for Shugendo, where 
worshippers head into the 
mountains, seeking enlightenment 

The short-lived blossoms (lasting a 
week) symbolise the transient nature 
of life and herald new beginnings. 
April 1 is the start of the academic 
year in Japan 

Sakura snow is the name given to 
falling blossoms as pink petals 
cascade to the ground... 





La Villetta 


Restauront 


An independent A la carte Italian restaurant in the heart of Maisdstone 

Wine pairing night & iive music throughout the year 


8 Pudding Lane, Maidstone, ME14 1LN 
WWW. lavi I letta. CO . u k 


01622 673 759 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 IPP 

Email: 

editorLal@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Manston saga: Don’t 
believe campaigners 



Laws served his 
community well 

I WISH to thank Len Laws for his 
integrity and indeed his tenacity as 
leader of the Ukip group on Shepway 
District Council [KoS, last week] 
since, in July 2016, he was finally 
given the opportunity to stand and 
indeed be selected by the Ukip group 
as our leader, to replace Mary Lawes. 

Although Len Laws always gave 
ample notice of our forthcoming 
monthly meetings (an ideal time for 
discussion and perhaps remonstra- 
tion) to every Ukip Shepway 
councillor, those mentioned in your 
article on April 23 very rarely or 
never attended and I understand did 
not afford him the courtesy of 
advising him of their abseentism. 

A family man, Cllr Laws cares for 
those in his community and I am 
absolutely certain he will continue to 
uphold our Ukip values. 

He does not adopt the ideology of 
self gratification as characterised by 
others and I join those true to Ukip 
principles in wishing him well as an 
independent district councillor for 
Shepway. 

Carol Sacre, 

Councillor, Shepway District 
Council (Ukip) 

Proposal to solve 
Stack problems 

IN response to MP Charlie Elphicke 
on a proposed Stanford lorry park. 


I READ with some interest your 
letter of the week on Manston 
Airport last Sunday. It contained a 
few flaws and half truths readers 
perhaps should be aware of. 

1. It refers to an ‘inexorable’ 
development consent order. A 
development consent order has six 
stages. The project referred to is at 
stage one, pre-application, 
described by the Planning 
Inspectorate as the “best time to 
influence a project, whether you 
agree with it, disagree with it, or 
believe it could be improved”. Stage 
two is the actual application, which 
may be accepted or declined. Thus 
‘inexorable’ is hardly a factually 
accurate description of this stage of 
the process. 

2. It refers throughout to 
Riveroak as the applicant. This is 
truly misleading, as the word 
‘Riveroak’ can be applied to both 
those established Riveroak named 
companies who have left the scene, 
as to the recently founded Riveroak 
named companies, whom we are 


being as they has been no Operation 
Stack since 2015, the proposal will 
be an utter waste of taxpayers’ 
money. 

I have put forward an alternative 
solution to Highways England for a 
new dual carriageway to run parallel 
with the M20 from Maidstone, 
junction eight, to Ashford, junction 
nine, with access to this and the A20 
via filter lanes at both ends. 

This new road would be closed off 
and used as parking if and when 
Stack is required, which will give 30 
miles of vehicle holding space. There 
is also the opportunity to place two 
off-road parking sites along the route 


told, have paid the departing 
Riveroak companies for the rights 
to a process yet to be fully 
established. Thus using the generic 
name Riveroak alone is both 
confusing and inaccurate. 

3. It suggests that not responding 
with personal sensitive data to the 
land referencing exercise would 
mean claiming compensation for 
any possible scheme which may be 
approved in the future more difficult. 
No evidence for this frightening 
prospect is given. ‘Affected persons’ 
are required by law to be notified by 
the applicant, which means those 
who live under the airport flight 
path in central Ramsgate might be 
interested in their exclusion from 
these approaches. 

In summary; does this letter, written 
by a campaign group chairman, 
contain any reliable evidence or advice 
or merely his personal view.? I leave 
your readers to decide. 

Chris Wells 

Leader Thanet District Council 
(Ukip) 


if required. At all other times, this 
will be a through road. 

It will also be a perfect alternative 
route when other M20 closures 
occur, such as accidents or road¬ 
works meaning small villages will be 
much less affected. 

When I met with Highways 
England, this alternative was not 
ruled out, but stated it would be 
costly. 

Given the choice between an 
unused concrete slab or a new 24/7 
road, I know which one I would 
choose. 

Brian Marchant, 

Ashford 


LET us hope that the forthcoming 
general election will put to bed, once 
and for all, the question of Brexit, but 
what’s the betting that the die-hards 
will still be batting on long after the 
event.? 

If the election sorts out that 
noisome SNP bunch as well, then 
Mrs May, deservedly, can hang 
another scalp to her belt. That just 
leaves the troublemakers in the 
House of Lords -1 can’t wait. 

Ben Hardy, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Farage: Hero or 
just a loser? 

THROUGH the exertions of Nigel 
Earage, the course of our history has 
been changed. 

Erom a standing start and against 
all the odds, he brought about a 
referendum that gave the British peo¬ 
ple the opportunity to free them¬ 
selves from the European Union. 
Thankfully, we took it. 

Despite this monumental success, 
Thanet North MP Roger Gale 
describes Parage as a ‘loser’ [KoS, 
last week]. 

Quite how he reached this 
assertion is mystifying and begs the 
question as to what he considers 
success to be.? 

Is it perhaps his own scintilating 
career that has seen him occupy a 
safe seat in parlimaent for 34 years 
without the whiff of preferment or of 
any discernible benefit to his 
constituents.? 

Whatever one feels about 
Nigel Parage, it is churlish to 
describe him as a loser. No politician 
of recent times has had such an 
influence on the nation’s affairs. He 
deserves the gratitude of all who 
believe the British people have the 
inalienable right to govern them¬ 
selves. 

Robert Muir, 

Westgate on Sea 

Nigel destroyed 
this country 

CONGRATULATIONS for printing a 
front page picture last week of the 
man who sparked off the destruction 
of the UK. 

Just read the latest rebukes we 
have had from Europe and laws and 
regulations. These show Theresa 
May is going to get her comeuppance 
from them she tries to get things OK 
for the UK. Their attitude will be ‘you 
left, get on with it’. No perks 

E Pettinger, 
Hythe 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1 ) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2 ) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3 ) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4 ) Not be overly sensational. 

5 ) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7 ) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9 ) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10 ) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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McArthurGlen 
Designer Outlet, 
in Ashford 

by 

FlyBy Photography in 
Ashford 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
COSGROVE LEISURE 
PARKS UK 


Wayside is a small, privately I 

- 

owned holiday park that has been 
lovingly landscaped throughout. 

Perfectly manicured lawns and garden features provide 
a residential feel, giving this holiday park 
a very homely feel. 

Located on the Isle of Thanet, a true gem on the south 
eastern corner of Kent that boasts miles of gorgeous 
sandy beaches, as well as a vast array of stunning 
countryside and pretty villages to experience too. This 
park is ideal for families and couples who are seeking 
rural surroundings with a luxurious and relaxing feel. 

Wayside Caravan Park has been designed with peace and 
tranquillity in mind and for that reason you won't find a 
shop onsite, however. Minster Village is roughly half a 
mile away and offers a wide range 
of shops, pubs and restaurants that are bound to meet 
your requirements. 

Way Inn, the onsite wine bar is open on weekends and 
offers a place for holidaymakers to relax and socialise 
_ without having to venture out of the park. 

Wayside Caravan Park, Way Hill, Minster, 
Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4HW 
vvvvw.waysidecaravanpark.com 
01843 821272 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTAN0YO29I •ATOL9362 
info(5)gnholidays.com 
www.gnholidays.conn 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


IIABTA 

with 







FREE 

Drinks 

Over 
40s only 

£^ Opp 

deposit 


Sounds of the 60s 
Christnnas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

24 November, 2017 • Quote CN11-KOS 

Great Entertainment, a fab festive atmosphere. Free drinks, good food, comfortable 
centrally-heated chalets, free car ferry and a super location make Warner's Norton 
Grange resort, on the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party venue. We've 
got a great entertainment line-up with 60s band Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, 
The New All Stars featuring Keith Slater PLUS our traditional Team Panto and much 
more. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pnn to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights 
en-suite chalet - upgrades available • breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 


We Love the 60s ^ 

Seaside Christmas Parties 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 
1 0 & 1 7 November, 2017* Quote; CP11 -1 /2-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for an early taste of Christmas - for 
over 40s only - as we rock the weekend away to the sounds of the 60s. Our brilliant 
entertainment programmes feature top 60s bands and tribute acts. 

November 10: Marty Wilde and the Wildcats, Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, Dave 
Grant of Paper Lace and The Beatle (John Lennon tribute). 

November 17: The Barron Knights, The Swinging Blue Jeans, Roy Carter (ex-Drifters 
& Foundations) and The New All Stars. 

Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday evening and half-price 
drinks at this rockin' party weekend. 

INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers - lunch times and evenings from Friday night to Sunday night 

• Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - club upgrade available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 


Suffolk 60s 
Seaside Party 

Warner Corton, Suffolk Coast 
23 February, 2018 • Quote: CQ2-KQS 

The beautiful Suffolk coast is the location for Corton Coastal Village which has all the 
easy atmosphere of a holiday home, and the creature comforts Warner is famous for. 
Built on a chalet theme, the rooms have clapboard design, with fresh pastel interiors, 
and many have terraces overlooking the sea. Our 60s Sounds party weekend - for 
over 40s only - is packed with entertainment. We've lined up a brilliant showbill 
featuring 60s bands Union Gap, the New Honeycombs and Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & 
Foundations). With non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to Sunday evening 
and free drinks every night, this is going to be a party weekend to remember. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights 
en-suite chalet - upgrades available • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 


Mamma Mia & Super 
70s Christmas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 

Friday 1 December, 2017 • Quote CN12-KOS 

Abba and the 70s take centre stage on our over 40s Christmas Party at Warner's 
Norton Grange resort with Abba's Angels, a screening of Mamma Mia the movie, 
tributes to The Four Seasons, The Bee Gees and more. Enjoy good food, 
comfortable en-suite accommodation, great entertainment and Free drinks every 
night with the GN Team on hand to ensure a fun-filled festive atmosphere. 
INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Full 
entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available • Car ferry 
crossing • Free parking 


_ WARNifl 
MlEIIURE 
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By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


If For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





CITY cars can be a designer’s poisoned chalice or 
perfect challenge, but Kia’s have risen to the latter 
for the third generation Picanto. 

And literally too; it’s 5mm taller with a 15mm 
longer wheelbase. Small figures maybe, but they 
give the all-new Picanto (from £9,450) a huge 
cabin for this class, and all within the same on¬ 
road footprint as before. 

OK, it’s tight for three across the back, but show 
me a city car that isn’t, while totting up ‘big car’ 
attributes the little Korean does carry off. 

First is design cohesion: Kia claims “cute” and 
“cheeky” as possible descriptions for the previous 
Picantos, but the new car looks harmonious and 
even sporty when wearing discreet go faster 
stripes low on the flanks and rear end. 

It also handles well; pushing the wheels even clos¬ 
er to the corners has obviously helped, but the all- 
new platform - nearly half is lighter yet stronger 
steel - has made the car stiffer yet 23 kilos lighter or 
about half the weight of the average British woman. 

This means the Picanto can be flung into a 
twisty rural road with confidence without scrab¬ 
bling for grip or swaying on bends. 

But its natural habitat is urban, with its low 
down acceleration, low emissions and good econ¬ 
omy and modest overall running costs, all backed 


by Kia’s industry-leading seven-year/100,000- 
mile warranty. 

Both petrol engines are derived from the pre¬ 
vious car and come with five-speed manual 
boxes: a three-cylinder 66bhp 1.0-litre 
(64.2mpg combined and 0-60mph 13.8 sec¬ 
onds) and four-pot 83bhp 1.25-litre (52.3mpg 


and 13.2 respectively). 

If you intend to stretch the Picanto’s legs, the 
latter is the best bet, due to more urge from take¬ 
off and greater refinement at higher speeds. 

All versions come with good standard kit - the 
Kia norm - but the GT-Line models pictured here 
do look great inside and out. 


IMPROVED: Third generation of Kia’s entry model 
hits even greater heights and could just now be the 
market’s best city car option. 
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Renault Range 

Menage a trois 


UW RENAULT 

Passion for life 


The Renault Range 
with 


and 


3 Years' Free Servicing^ 


3 Years'0% APR representative 



New Renault CLIO Dynamique Nav 1.2 16V 75 Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90 Renault KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 
From £149 per month* From £159 per month* From £199 per month* 

The official fuel consumption figures inmpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5) combined 50.4 (5.6)-55.4 (5.1). The official CO 2 
emissions are 127-114g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EU Legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results. 

*New Clio Dynamique Nav 1.2 16v 75 monthly payment based on £2,584 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £149, optional final payment of £5,277. Captur Dynamique Nav TCe 90 monthly payment based on £3,584 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £159, optional 
final payment of £6,537. Kadjar Dynamique Nav TCe 130 monthly payment based on £3,491 deposit, 36 monthly payments of £199, optional final payment of £9,870. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities 
may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered and registered by 
30 June 2017. Excludes New Clio Expression models. New Clio shown has optional i.d metallic paint, at an extra £625. Captur shown with optional metallic paint, and painted roof at an extra £894. Kadjar shown has optional i.d metallic paint, at an extra £645. tThe Service 
Plan covers the manufacturer's minimum maintenance programme requirements. The Service Plan does not cover wear-and-tear items such as (but not limited to) tyres, brakes or wiper blades. Mileage and age restrictions apply. For full servicing terms and conditions 
visit: www.renault.co.uk/serviceplan. Service plan applicable on all new vehicles when ordered with Renault Finance by 15 May and registered by 30 June 2017. The free service plan offer must be redeemed within 28 days of the vehicle Registration date. Excludes Clio 
Renault Sport, Twingo and ZOE. Retail customers only. For full T&Cs visit renault.co.uk/offers. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 215630 


Book a test drive 


ALL NEIU TOYOTA C-HR 


FROM £595 


Advance Payment* 


18" Alloy ujheels 


LED headlights 


ALL IT TAKES IS A GLANCE 
TO MAKE YOU LOOK TUilCE. 



ALIJL/AVSA 
BETTER UL/AY 









AYGO _ 

FROM NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


AURIS _ 

FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


AURIS TOURING SPORTS 
FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


VERSO _ 

FROM NILADVANCE PAYMENT 


To arrange a test 
drive contact us at: 


Motorline Ashford 
Orbital Park, Ashford 
KentTN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 
niotorlineashford.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
KentCT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 
niotorlinecanterbury.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Tunbridge lUells 
Doujding UJay, Tunbridge UJells 
KentTN2 3UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 
niotorlinetunbridgeiuells.toyota.co.uk 


f /motorlinetoyota 
@MotorlineToyota 


^1$ Notability 


*2017 C-HR Icon 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £595 Advance Payment. Model shown is C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual at £1,795 Advance Payment, AYGO x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift at Nil Advance Payment, Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D Manual at £95 Advance 
Payment, Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i Manual at £895 Advance Payment and Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual at £295 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer 
valid between 1st April and 30th June 2017. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 

C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD 1.2 VVT-i Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 38.1 (7.4), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1), Combined 47.8 (5.9). CO 2 Emissions 135g/km. AYGO 
x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 78.5 (3.6), Combined 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 Emissions 95g/km. Auris Icon 5 door 1.6 D-4D 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 65.7 (3.8). CO 2 Emissions llOg/km. Auris Touring Sports Icon 5 door 1.2T VVT-i 
Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 47.9 (5.9), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 58.9 (4.8). CO 2 Emissions 112g/km. Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual. Official Fuel 
Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1), Combined 62.8 (4.5). CO 2 Emissions 119g/km. All mpg and CO 2 figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated 
laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 


48 Week ending April 30, 2017 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


















Why the S factor may prove a big hit 


Not quite the Vitara flagship on price, Suzuki’s Vitara S certainly catches the eye 
for ability, power and economy. It’s not perfect, but it does pack mighty value 



S UZUKI continues to 

impress with its singular 
approach to making and 
selling cars. 

The Japanese brand 
doesn’t contest every car sector. 
Instead, it picks fights carefully and 
prices products aggressively. 

One of its best scrappers is the 
Vitara: perhaps not such a capable 
off-roader as the former and 
highly-respected Grand Vitara, but 
an SUV with more than average 
capability on choppy or icy surfaces, 
and priced from a tempting £14,999. 

For that money, it looks like a steal, 
though Allgrip 4x4 versions start at 
£18,799. 

But the returns diminish higher 
up the range, where cheap trimming 
might irritate if you’ve forked out 
more than £20k. 

There are also just three engine 
options, including a llSbhp 1.6 
petrol or diesel (from £18,499), but 
the petrol manual has only five 
speeds and I found myself looking for 
a sixth at times, and the diesel’s 
greater low down power, plus 
economy will tempt you. 

Both are available with Allgrip, 
but my favourite Vitara is the car 
tested here: the standalone ‘S’ 


(£22,249) model with the third 
engine option plus the 4x4 system as 
standard. 

The ‘S’ has a hi-tech Suzuki 
Boosterjet petrol turbo unit, a 
138bhp 1.4-litre that outguns the 
other Vitara powertrains: it’s lively 


when needed (0-62mph in 10.2 
seconds) yet frugal (52.3mpg 
combined) compared to the unblown 
1.6’s 11.5 and 53.3 respectively. With 
a six-speed gearbox, it’s more refined 
on-road too. 

Allgrip offers the driver four 



modes: ‘Auto’, which prioritises fuel 
economy by using front-wheel drive, 
unless wheel spin is detected and 
then it kicks all-wheel drive into play. 
‘Sport’ optimises all-wheel drive and 
engine management for sporty 
driving, while ‘Snow’ is for icy 


Suzuki Vitara 1.4 
Boostexjet S 


Price: 

from £22,249 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Skoda Yeti 


conditions. ‘Lock’ uses the limited 
slip differential to help the car if it’s 
at risk from getting stuck in snow, 
mud, or sand. 

There is also a hill descent control 
facility. 

The Vitara sits somewhere 
between the Nissan Qashqai and its 
little brother, the Juke, and while I 
have perhaps been harsh about the 
quality of the interior, it is rugged 
and hard-wearing; the Vitara could 
go to environments that its funky 
chunky forebears have known and 
survived. 

There is also a lot of room in the 
car for its size, including the back 
seats, while the dashboard is 
well-arranged. 

You could spend a lot more on an 
SUV or crossover, but the Vitara S 
really is excellent value. 



The auuard-uuinning 
Dacia Sandero 


(Don't act like you're not impressed) 



Neuj Dacia Logan MCV = From £7,295* 

Car shoiun: Neoi Logan MCV Laureate TCe 90 uuith optional 
metallic paint = £10,990 



Neuj Dacia Sandero Stepiuay = From £8,995* 

Car shouun: Neuu Sandero Stepiuay Laureate TCe 90 
luith optional metallic paint = £10,690 



Neuu Dacia Sandero = From £5,995* 

Car shoLun: Neiu Sandero Ambiance SCe 75 
liiith optional metallic paint = £7,490 



Neuj Dacia Duster = From £9,495* 

Car shoiun: Neoi Duster Laureate TCe 1Z5 4x2 
oiith optional metallic paint = £13,790 


DACIA 

QROUPE RENAULT 


You do the maths 


MOTORLINE DACIA MAIDSTONE BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD, MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY TEL 01622 616422 

MOTORLINE DACIA CANTERBURY WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY CTl lYY TEL 01227 389706 

MOTORLINE DACIA ASHFORD HILTON ROAD, ASHEORD TN23 lEW TEL 01233 215630 WWW.M0T0RLINE.C0,UK/DACIA 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/lOOkm) for the Dacia range are: urban 35.3 (8.0)-76.4 (3.7); extra-urban 45.6 (6.2)-83.1 (3.4); combined 41.5 
(6.8)-80.7 (3.5). The official CO 2 emissions are 155-90g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance uuith EU legislation and may not reflect 
real-life driving results. 

*Prices shooin are manufacturer's recommended retail prices, availabie on featured neui vehicles ordered and registered by 30 June 2017. Prices shoujn inciude delivery to deaier, number piates, 20% VAT, 12-month government road fund licence and £55 first registration fee. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointnnents@kosnnedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated attheQEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. 
We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


Pre-Assessment Sister - Margate 

Full Time - 37.5 hours per week Salary: £29,500 per annum 
Closing date: 15 May 2017 Interview date: 22 May 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse/ (or equivalent dependent on experience) 

• Assessing/Mentoring Course or equivalent (ENB 998) 

• Pre-assessment/anaesthetics/recovery/surgical ward experience 

• Ability to initiate changes in daily service provision of Pre Assessment 

• Able to supervise staff 

• Able to demonstrate clinical, technical and teaching expertise 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Carolyn Flegg, 
Outpatients Manager on 01843 234569. 

Receptionist/Administrator - Ashford 

Part Time -11 hours (Sunday only every week) x2 
Salary £10.48 per hour 

Part Time 15.5 hours per week (Mon - Fri, Sun Seven Day working Rota) x1 
Salary: £8.43 per hour (Mon-Fri) £10.48 per hour (Sunday) 

Closing Date: 5 May 2017 Interview Date: 15 May 2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English (GCSE or equivalent) Grade C or above 

• 2+ years working in medical administration 

• Customer Service Background 

• Excellent IT Skills 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Jacquie Stephens, 
Team Leader at Ashford on 01233 616201 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 
Previous applicants need not apply 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equai opportunity employer. This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 



OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITHIN 
FARMING ENVIRONMENT 


National Milk Records pic is looking for enthusiastic 
people to become part-time, seif-empioyed Milk 
Recorders, visiting dairy farms in East Kent. The work 
involves taking individual cow milk samples during 
milkings and updating herd records onto a laptop. 

Hours will be variable but the work will take up 
approx. 6 early mornings and 6 afternoons per month 
and applicants must have their own transport. A 
perfect position if you enjoy the outdoor life and 
approx, earnings £450-£500 per month. 


Please contact: lindseyd@nmr.co.uk for more details. 
Closing date: 1/05/2017 




When was your last 
great day at work? 


Find a job you love in London with 
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Sport 

Gills in last-gasp 
bid to avoid drop 


Ady Pennock’s men face Northampton Town this afternoon 



Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pymanCSarchant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM boss Ady Pennock in¬ 
sists his players need to remain posi¬ 
tive as they aim to avoid relegation in 
their final match of the season this af¬ 
ternoon (Sunday). 

A 1-0 win for Port Vale at Walsall 
on Tuesday night left the Gills just a 
point clear of the drop zone ahead of a 
crunch clash with Northampton 
Town, ironically now managed by 
Justin Edinburgh, who was sacked by 
the club back in January. 

A win would guarantee safety, 
while League One status will also be 
secured if Vale are beaten by promo¬ 
tion-chasing Fleetwood Town. 

Likewise, a draw between Vale and 
Fleetwood would also likely be 
enough for Gillingham, barring a 
thumping defeat at Northampton, 
courtesy of their better goal differ¬ 
ence. 

But Pennock told KoS his focus was 
purely on the match at Sixfields. 

“The mood in the camp is good be¬ 
cause it’s in our hands and we’ve got 
to be positive,” he said. 

“We’ve got to go for the win and 
take care of the job ourselves without 
thinking about anyone else.” 

When unveiled as the club’s new 
head coach at the turn of the year, 
Pennock spoke of a play-off push, but 
instead, the Gills have lurked precari¬ 
ously just outside the bottom four. 

“When you buy a new house, 
you’re always upbeat, but quickly re¬ 
alise there’s a lot of things to do,” he 
said. 

“I couldn’t sit there at the press 
conference and say we were relega¬ 


tion material, people wouldn’t be 
happy about that. 

“But we shouldn’t be in this posi¬ 
tion, we’ve conceded goals late on 
when chasing games and it’s now just 
a case of being positive and I’m very 
confident we can get the job done.” 

A fans’ favourite as a player, Pen¬ 
nock hopes to still be in the dugout at 


Priestfield next season regardless of 
Sunday’s result. 

“I’d love to stay, of course I would,” 
he said. 

“There’s a lot of hard work to be 
done in the summer but right now I’m 
not worried about that, or about my¬ 
self, I just want to keep this club in 
League One.” 


Clifford says Kent ‘cannot endorse’ T20 plans 


Cricket 


KENT Cricket has decided formally 
not to support ECB plans for a new 
city-based T20 tournament. 

All 41 members of the ECB - com¬ 
prising the chairmen of the 18 first 
class counties, 21 county boards in 
non-first class counties, MCC and the 
Minor Counties Cricket Association 
- have been asked to support the 
change to allow the establishment of 
the tournament from 2020. 

While Kent CEO Jamie Clifford told 
us “if there’s an inevitability about 
what’s going to happen, we have to 
get behind it”, there was always scep¬ 
ticism at the club about the proposals 
and now it has made a bold state¬ 
ment of opposition to the ECB by 
abstaining in the ballot. 



CRITICAL: CEO Jamie Clifford 


“Whilst Kent Cricket does not wish 
to be at odds with the ECB, the 
proposals for the future direction of 


the game as they stand are such that 
the club cannot actively endorse 
them,” Mr Clifford said. 

“The club has therefore taken the 
view that an abstention is the 
appropriate reaction to the proposed 
change of ECB articles. 

“We believe that our stance 
reflects the anxiety there is amongst 
non-Test match grounds - those 
unlikely to host new teams - that 
their role as active players in the 
future of the game is at risk. 

“However, understanding that it is 
now inevitable that the proposals 
will receive the support that they 
need to be enacted, we hope that we 
might act as a ‘critical friend’ in their 
further development. 

“Part of the evolution must be to 
ensure that county cricket is at the 
game’s heart long into the future.” 




BOSS: Dover manager Chris Kinnear 


Dover star Miller wins 
player of the year gong 


RICKY Miller has been named 
National League player of the year 
after a sensational season with Dover 
Athletic. 

The striker has scored 36 times in 
league matches this campaign, 
currently five short of the all-time 
fifth tier record. 

Votes were cast in mid-April from 
each National League club, with 
Miller claiming the award by a 


landslide. 

The 28-year-old’s goals have 
helped steer Chris Kinnear’s side 
towards the top of the table, where 
they have competed for a play-off 
place for much of the season. 

Miller is widely expected to leave 
the club for pastures new in the 
Football League in the summer with 
Notts County and Peterborough 
United among his potential suitors. 


Bromley secure key investment 


BOSSES at Bromley EC have an¬ 
nounced a major redevelopment of 
the club’s home ground is finally 
under way. 

Investment has now been secured 
for work to begin on a new South 
Stand at Hayes Lane, which will 
provide an additional 1,450 seats as 
well as a large indoor community 
hub, with planning permission 


already secured, and construction 
expected to begin next year. 

Chairman Jerry Dolke said: “We 
need to continue developing home 
grown academy talent but also 
developing a financially sustainable 
business off the pitch that can 
support and invest in the playing 
squad that allows us to compete at 
the highest level and push on.” 


Hawkins admits best is 
yet to come at Crucible 


BARRY Hawkins admitted he was not at 
his best when he saw off Stephen Maguire 
to book a place in the world championship 
semi-finals this weekend. 

The Ditton potter booked a fourth semi 
in five years with a scrappy 13-9 win at 
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, and his 
clash with John Higgins was still ongoing 
at the time of going to press. 

Hawkins was in front for much of the 
quarter-final contest, leading 5-3 after the 
first session and 9-7 after the second. 

But Maguire, the 2004 UK champion, 
hit back at the beginning of the decider 
- winning the first two frames to level at 
9-9, which included an excellent 126 
before Hawkins reeled off the final four 
frames. 

“I had some lady luck on my side, and I 
managed to take advantage a couple of 
times and that is all that matters,” he said. 

Watch the Snooker World Champion¬ 
ship Live on Eurosport and Eurosport 
Player, with Colin Murray and analysis 
from Jimmy White and Neal Foulds. 


PROGRESS: Barry Hawkins 


I «^ »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

1^ POlT iJIIOIl IS or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport jc Facebookwww.facebook.eom/kentsport.3 
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Shirley Valentine 

# 

Starring Jodie Prenger I Directed by Glen waiford 

TUE 16 - SAT 20 MAY 

marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 

01227 787787 (bkg fee) 


THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 
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